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i, LIFLWXEBRZHORZ T ERIRE 2
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L&, MBEMRES IrE, FROKBHRE S
S, PovHiEE A, EAEEEF WROKE S H,
BIHHEE YV, 74 VAHORE S RIZL o TR
EEN, Ir= (S, x Fx H) / (A, x V Xh)
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Cake Palatability in Photographs Based
on the Focal Length and the Angle of the Camera

TAKEZAWA Tomomi

(Institute of Human Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

The focus of the present research is to study the relationship between the impressions of
photographs and the shooting procedure, specifically by showing how the impression of a cake
changes with the image of the target on a photographic surface. It is generally known among
photographers that foods in photographs seem palatable when the camera angle is 45 degrees and
the target images are enlarged on the photographic surface. That is, when the dish in the
photograph resembles the actual dish on a table the food seems palatable. To ascertain whether
this is the case, a shortcake on a dish was placed at 60 cm from the camera and photographs of
the shortcake were taken for the present research. The lens focal lengths were 28, 56, and 112
mm in 35 mm film equivalents, and their retinal sizes of the target images matched the retinal
sizes of the targets in actual space which were placed at 100, 50, and 25 cm. The camera angles
were 0, 22.5, 45, 67.5, and 90 degrees. The participants in the study (60 undergraduates) viewed
15 photographs and noted their impressions, including palatability. The results showed that the
photographs which were taken with a 56 mm lens or a 112 mm lens were evaluated positively. In
addition, the best camera angle was not found to be 45, but 22.5 degrees. The enlargement of the
target images on the photographic surface and the high angle were found to be an efficient means
for shooting the photographs of the cake. However, it was found that the cake in the photographs
would be better evaluated if it seemed in a closer position and a lower angle, rather than the

widespread assumption or the eating stance.

Key Words : photograph, impression, focal length, camera angle,
retinal size of target image and distance perception
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