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Independent Living for Patients Needing Care with
Worsening Symptom of Disease :

Hospital Support for an ALS Patient Living Alone

HASEGAWA Yui

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

It is almost impossible for people with serious disabilities who require constant care to live in a
community without depending on family members. Social support is not secure enough for these
people. The biggest factor that creates such a condition comes from a lack of organizing
information regarding the support necessary for these people to live in their own home into
institutionalized form. Those who live alone and cannot expect care from family members are
forced to live in medical institutions. Therefore, it is obvious that the quality of care in the hospital
is a very important part of ALS patients’ lives. However, the actual care provided by hospitals for
ALS patients has not been disclosed in regards to what is lacking in such care. This paper
presents a case study of a hospitalized ALS patient who had been living alone without much family
support. Examining the support he received from volunteers and hospital staff members, the
writer describes the actual condition of the patient’s life at the hospital and discusses the problems

and issues that arose from this case.

Key Words : Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), living alone, independent living, communication
in hospital
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