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A Policy of an International Exchange and a Program for University
Students to Study Abroad

SON Kyungmi and MURAYAMA Hiroshi

(College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University)

This paper demonstrates some findings of the attitude of Japanese university students to study
abroad. The 97Ritsumeikan students who participate the UBC-JP program in 2004 answered
questions about their interest, satisfaction and intention of the study and campus life in the
University of British Columbia in Canada. The component of this program is the two semesters
study for credit conversion from UBC to Ritsumeikan University. A credit conversion program is
important for a strategy of a university that goes ahead with internationalization under Japanese
government policy of an international student exchange. However a target of the government
exchange plan of university students is not clear now and each university therefore promotes its
strategy in own way. The basic question of this research paper is ‘Are there any possibility to
improve the UBC-JP program considering a attitude of a Japanese student to go abroad? . The
answer of this question about the possibility in the particular Ritsumeikan case may suggest a new

direction of a policy of an international exchange in Japan.

Key Words : international education, policy of study abroad, international exchange, foreign
language education, attitude of international students, internationalization of a
university
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