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Cancer Care Policies in Japan: A Critical Appraisal from the Right

to Health Perspective

MUNESUE Tokuko

(Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this article is to examine Japanese cancer care policies with the view to ensure

the right to health of cancer patients. Firstly, this paper examines the historical development of

Japanese cancer care policies. However even though the Japanese government has launched

various strategies to fight against cancer since 1984, the situation has not improved. Cancer

patients, their families and cancer related groups started appealing for comprehensive policies and

a high level of cancer care around 2001, and owing to their appeals, Japanese cancer care policies

have gradually changed to be more sympathetic to the patients. Secondly, it appraises the National
Action Plan on Cancer Care for 2007-2011 to apply the indicators of the right to health, and propose

from the right to health perspective that there should be developed accessibility to cancer care,

acceptability of cancer care and participation of cancer patients and their families.
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