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Stimulus Control by Conspecifics’ Behavioral Stimuli

NAKASHIKA Naoki
(College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this study was to examine that when two conspecifics have a common function
as a discriminative stimulus, whether transfer of function would occur between them. Subjects
(response birds) were required to respond using the location of another pigeon (stimulus bird) as
a discriminative stimulus to get reinforcement. In Phase 1, when two stimulus birds (same-side-
birds) were presented, the response bird had to peck the key corresponding to the key the
stimulus bird was pecking. In Phase 2, only one of two same-side-birds was presented, and the
response bird had to peck the key which located opposite side of the key which the stimulus bird
was responding. Subsequently, the other bird of same-side-birds was presented, and which key the
response bird would peck was tested. Response birds emitted significantly more responses to the
opposite side key than to the same side key. The function of one stimulus bird transferred to the
other bird.
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