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The Statements Analysis of Nabari Poison Wine Incident
1. What Led Mr. OKUNISHI to Confess

WAKINAKA Hiroshi

(Faculty of Letters, Hanazono University)

The Nabari poison wine incident occurred in 1961. Mr. Masaru Okunishi, who had become a
prisoner sentenced to death in the judgement of this case, had applied for the reopening of
proceedings seven times. In 2004, The Committee of Protection of Human Rights in Japan
Federation of Bar Associations, requested an expert opinion from us, as psycologists, about Mr.
Okunishi's written statements.

In our expert opinions as psychologists, we abstracted various characteristic phrases from the
claimants statements. We also checked many characteristic phrases from questions in the court. So
we have developed their communication patterns in those interactions. On the one hand, we
considered that his explanations in the court about past written confessions that were false, or an
offender had concealed his criminal acts. Then we came to the conclusion that it is too difficult to
regard Mr. Okunishi's statements in court concealing his criminal acts as reliable, but that false
confession statements were the result.

In this paper, we presented a former part of these expert opinions as psychologists, leaving out a

few bits, and with some modifications.

Key words : analysis of changing statement, characteristic phrases of statements, stuck for reply,

declination in the answer, repeated questions
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