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Impact of Performing Easy Task on Problem Solving of Arithmetic and

Language in Pupils
ISHIKAWA Mariko & YOSHIDA Hajime

(Kinugasa research Organization, Ritsumeikan University/College of Letters,

Ritsumeikan University)

The present study was conducted to investigate whether repeated learning of simple tasks

improve pupil’s ability on problem solving. 251 fifth graders in public elementary schools

participated in the study. Pupils in the experimental school were given easy calculation problems

correspondent to first or second graders’ level, writing of simple Japanese kanji, and reading aloud

for 15 minutes everyday over a half the year. As results, the experimental school showed superior

performance in both language and mathematics to ones in the control school, which participated

only pre- and post-tests. In addition, pupils with lower ability in classes indicated clear

improvement in both language and mathematics. These results were discussed in terms of transfer

or the function of prefrontal lobe.

Key words : repeated learning, achievement decline, transfer, prefrontal lobe
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