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Science-independent Knowledge and Risk of Story:

Reconsider “Knowledge Formation” from “Feedback”

ARAKAWA Ayumu

Although feedback to the field seems important in field psychology, it can cause problems,
seemingly due to discrepancies in context between researchers and others. This paper discusses (1)
how scientific knowledge sometimes displaces other types of knowledge in spite of discrepancies
between scientific and social values; and (2) the potentiality of science-independent knowledge
based on social values. Some science-independent knowledge may be harmful to some people;
minimizing this risk does not require that science-independent knowledge is scientifically true, but
it does require that the risks and benefits for potential consumers are clarified before the
knowledge is distributed. In addition, this paper shows that it is not necessary to describe an
“appropriate” story, and points out the significance of relativizing a viewpoint by describing an

“Inappropriate but possible” story.
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