ME/ -k

DR (RPN THT A5 Knon?
RO LT & SR DT DR L A2 & O PR & s

e

5‘2)

Psychology Must Be “Scientific” ? :

Discussions Based on the Conflict between Qualitative and Quantitative

Psychology and the Relationship between Knowledge and Society

ARAKAWA Ayumu

Most people think that the term “science” represents fundamental ideas that are important in

academic research. However, why should we be “scientific” ? This paper investigates a way to

break away from what is meant by “science”, by discussing the following three questions. (1)

What elements are needed to produce knowledge when the term “scientific” is used? (2) What

does “scientific” mean in experimental psychology? (3) Is it possible to produce significant

knowledge in qualitative psychology? The results show that (1) the elements required when using

the term “scientific” are “to avoid incorrect applications” and “to produce criteria for judging

whether a theory is appropriate”. (2) “Scientific” knowledge in experimental psychology is simply

a story, in an application context.

Key words : Psychological studies, Statistics, Qualitative-quantitative approach, Science Technology

and Society.
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