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Distortion of Perceptual Judgments Resulted from the Intervention of

Conceptual Criteria : Two Experiments on the Taste Evaluation

MATSUDA Takao

Two experiments were reported in this study for the purpose of demonstrating that the

perceptual judgments in the taste of food could be distorted with the intervention of conceptual

criteria which were acquired in dependence on past experiences. In Experiment I, the relations

between the bitterness of chocolate and the shade of its color were examined with use of

handmade chocolates of bitterness(7) X color (7). Results showed that the bitterness increased

significantly as the chocolate-color became deeper and deeper. In Experiment II, the relations

between the deliciousness of cooked rice and the famousness of its brand names were examined, in

which 5 kinds of rice were used. Results suggested that the famousness could be a strong

determinant in the evaluations of both deliciousness and price. These results were briefly

discussed together with the other findings as one of the human fallacies in our everyday lives.

Key words : distortion of perceptual judgments, conceptual criteria, human fallacies
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