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Influence of aspect ratio and size of photographs
on their rated impressions

OHNAKA Yukiko, TAKEZAWA Tomomi and MATSUDA Takao

So-called panoramic photograph familiar to us amateurs is a pseudo-panoramic one which is only
more rectangular than regular-shaped photograph; nevertheless, such a photograph gives us the
impression of wide view of the scene. The present study examined the relations of aspect ratio and
size of photographs to kansei-impressions including the panoramic view. For the purpose, 36
photographs of 4 different sceneries which varied in three ways both in aspect ratios (1.4, 2.0 and
2.8; width/height in broadwise photographs and height/width in upright ones) and in sizes (small,
middle and large) were presented one by one to 18 students, and each time they evaluated their
kansei-impressions by means of 7-point rating scales. Results were as follows: The impressions of
panoramic view and potency in broadwise photographs increased significantly with the increment of
aspect ratios and sizes, and even when the sizes decreased, the increment of aspect ratios yielded
the panoramic impression, however, those impressions in upright photographs were only affected
by their sizes. The impression of vastness also increased with increment of sizes, but especially in
upright photographs the vastness decreased as the aspect ratios increased. Interestingly, the depth
impression decreased with increment of aspect ratios in both broadwise and upright photographs.
The results of supplemental experiment suggested that difference in angle of field produced
significantly different kansei-impressions, though viewing distances had almost no effect.

Key words O panoramic photograph, aspect ratio and size, kansei-impressions
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