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UNOKE and KANAZAWA
— The Birthplaces of Nishida Kitaro’s Philosophy —

FUKUI Masami

The object of this paper is to report about the places where Nishida was born and spent his young

days, Unoke and Kanazawa.

Unoke, Nishida’s birthplace, is a small town (a farming village in his days) and distant 20 km from
Kanazawa. He lived there till 12 years old. There are many memorial spots in connection with him.

Kanazawa is one of the most important cities in the history of Japan. Firstly it developed as a
religious center, the base of Shinshu-sect, and then prospered as a great castle town in the Edo
period. Since the Meiji Restoration it grew into a modern city of culture, studies and military. We

can see all these historic backgrounds in Nishida’s philosophy.

Nishida was a student of the Fourth High School in Kanazawa from 1886 till 1890 and became a
teacher of the same school some years later. His teacher-life was full of conflicts with the
conservatism of the school, but he later described those days as “my best days”. He devoted himself
to the Zen practice and brought forth the nuclear thoughts of A Study of Good in Kanazawa.

There are many historic spots including the building of the Fourth High School and people in

Kanazawa call Nishida “our master” even now.

Key words O The Meiji period, Modernization of Japan, The Fourth High School
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