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The Reflectiveness and The Breaking
— The metaphor of mirror in Nishida’'s Bashyo

KAKUNI Takashi

In this paper, | try to make clear Nishida Kitaro's style of writing his philosophical thought. For
this purpose, | chose the words “mirror”, “ to reflect” “ to envelope” and “to break”, and analyzed the
metaphorical use of these words in Nishida's paper “Bashyo”(1926). | made attempt to see a
reactivation of metaphor by Nishida on his traditional background of eastern Buddhism thought ,
and also to see his transplanting of the metaphor “mirror” to the western metaphysics which has its
long tradition of using this same metaphor. For Nishida, the metaphor of mirror is an essential
element of Self-awareness from the deep inside of immanence.

In conclusion, | pointed out a presuppose of “Unbreakable” in Nishida’s thought, which has never

been mentioned, but always haunted his philosophical writings as “ Japanese Spirituality”.

Key words O Nishida Kitaro, Japanese Philosophy, Metaphor, Mirror
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