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The Pure Experience of KITARO NISHIDA
HAYASHI Nobuhiro

Kitaro Nishida, the most original and influential of modern Japanese philosophers,says as follows

in the end of Partd in “An Inquiry into the Good”.

When we approach the good academically, we can offer various explanations, but in actuality
there is only one true good:to know the true self. Our true self is the ultimate reality of the
universe, and if we know the true self we not only unite with the good of humankind in general
but also fuse with the essence of the universe and unite with the will of God. This is the
ultimate state of religion and morality. The method through which we can know the true self
and fuse with God consists only in attaining by ourselves to the power of the union of subject
and object. To acquire this power is to kill our false self and after dying once to worldly desire,
to gain new life. (As Muhammad said,heaven lies in the shadow of the sword.) Only in this way
we can truly reach the realm of the union of subject and object, which is the ultimate meaning
of religion, morality and art. Christianity calls this event rebirth, and Buddhism calls it
“Kensho” (to see into one’s Nature or awakening). According to one story, when Pope Benedict
X1 asked Giotto to show him a work that demonstrated his ability as a painter, Giotto simply
drew a circle.In morality, we must attain to Giotto’s circle.

From the standpoint of this power of the union (the unifying power), this Paper researches on the

fundamental structure of the Pure Experience of Kitaro Nishida.

Key words O Pure Experience, Power of the union (the unifying power),

Union of subject and object, Union of thinking, feeling and willing
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