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HEALING THE WOUNDS OF HISTORY:
Japanese and Chinese Cultures Facing the Legacy of the
Nanjing Massacre

Armand Volkas, MFA, MA, MFT, RDT/BCT
Associate Professor, California Institute of Integral Studies
Clinical Director, The Living Arts Counseling Center

Director, Living Arts Playback Theatre Ensemble

Introduction

I stood gazing at the banks of Yangtze River in October 2009 watching an old,
wrinkled Chinese man casting a line into the quickly moving muddy water. Clearly
a witness to the time of the Nanjing Massacre, I fantasized that the old man might be
fishing for historical memory from the wide span of the majestic waterway, hoping
to retrieve another missing piece of the story of Chinese victimization during the

Sino-Japanese War.

Seventy-two years earlier in 1937, tens of thousands of civilians were reported
slaughtered by the invading Japanese army on this very spot. They say the river ran
red with blood during those days of carnage. Bound together with rope in large

groups by the river for easy disposal, the victims were machine gunned en masse.
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