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2-3 “Remembering Nanjing” Results from the last
7 years and our future plans HWH:
A workshop focused on building new relations through
examining history and its traumas

Ritsumeikan University, Kuniko Muramoto
1. Sequence of events

As a clinical psychotherapist working with victims of violence, such as
domestic violence and sexual violence, I have come to realize that much of
the problem can be traced back to the parent’s generation and even further
back to the grandparent’s generation where violence was closely linked to
their experiences during the war. In order to prevent violence from being
passed down from generation to generation, I found there was a need to
work with traumas we carry on both the personal level and a group level,
where traumas were linked to our historical and social memory. In 2007, I
came in touch with HWH (Healing the Wounds of History) through

Haruhiko Murakawa and visited Nanjing for the first time to participate in
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an international meeting commemorating the 70 memorial day of the
Nanjing Massacre. After personally witnessing the aftermath of what the
Japanese Imperial Army had done, I realized that their actions were not
unrelated to me, and with my fellow Japanese participants I went on to pay
tribute and apologize to all the victims of the Nanjing Massacre. The people
of Nanjing welcomed us warmly and the students told us that they “wanted
more opportunities to interact with Japanese students. We can be friends if
they acknowledge the fact and share the stories. So please bring students
from Ritsumeikan University next time you come”. I strongly felt the need
to respond to their request.

I had one worry: secondary traumatization. When we confronted the
cold-hearted actions of our ancestors many of us had physical reactions such
as headaches, fever, nausea, and aches in our body. In order for the younger
generations of both Chinese and Japanese to meet in a safe environment, we
decided to plan a workshop with Armand Volkas and his techniques known
as HWH. As a preliminary step we had many small study sessions in Kyoto,
a 4-day peace education program (watching the play “Hell in December
~Sorrow in Nanjing~" by Imagine 21 and a HWH session facilitated by
Armand called “Thinking about historical trauma with both your mind and
body ~The War experiences in Asia that are passed down to the younger
generation~") in Kyoto during July, 2008, and a HWH session, “Rebuilding
the broken bridge ~Japanese and Chinese cultures confronting the
aftermath of WWII~" in San Francisco during March, 2009. This all led to
the first HWH session to be held in Nanjing during October 2009.

Along with Aya Kasai we had presentations and trial workshops in
Toronto during October of 2010 and in Suzhou during August of 2011, which
explained and modeled our plans in Nanjing. In 2011, we had our 2~ session
of HWH in Nanjing, in 2012, a HWH session in Kyoto and an international
symposium, and during September of 2013 we held our 3 session of HWH
in Nanjing. During this time, we were given research grants from
Ritsumeikan University and scientific research grants from the Ministry of

Education and are therefore responsible for presenting a final report by the
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end of this year. For the purpose of our evaluation from these two sources,
we worked on interviewing people who attended the workshop between
September, 2012 and July, 2013. Although we are still in the midst of

analyzing our work, we would like to report back on our progress so far.

2. Historical trauma as a reason for broken connections

In 2012, during the international symposium held in Kyoto, we
questioned how to define the work we were doing from different points of
views such as, therapy, education, social movement, and research
(Muramoto, 2012). Oda (2012) proposed that it was research in which each
participant, through their interaction with him/herself and other
participants, found stories that had no borders or generation boundaries,
which led to the development of peace and positive superstition, which then
led to the braiding of polyphonic voices, and to its final representation as “a
tapestry of stories”. Also there was criticism against the “trauma hypothesis”
that HWH inherently contained, so this time I would like to redefine the
word trauma considering all of these factors.

In reality, it is not easy to define the word trauma. The American
Psychiatric Association created an official definition for the word in the
DSM (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders) but even this
definition can vary greatly depending on the context (Muramoto, 2002). The
first diagnostic and statistical manual that the American Psychiatric
Association published included trauma in the category "Gross Stress
Reaction" (APA, 1952) and in the DSM-II (1968), GSR was placed into the
category, Adjustment Reaction of Adult Life, with three short examples.
These were (1) an unwanted pregnancy accompanied by depression and
hostility; (2) a frightened soldier in combat; and (3) a prisoner facing
execution in a death penalty case. In 1980, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) emerged in the DSM-III for the first time. As a result of psychiatric
evaluation and treatment of Vietnam veterans, specificity about reactions to
trauma reappeared. The prime criterion of diagnostic consideration was

"existence of a recognizable stressor that would evoke significant symptoms
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of distress in almost everyone". The important changes were that stress
disorders were no longer restricted to acute responses in healthy individuals
and that the new diagnosis PTSD was placed in the anxiety disorders
section (Brett, 1996). The words "post-traumatic" indicate that there is a
change in state of well-being +after injury (Wilson, 1995). The revisions were
made to sophisticate language, meaning, and specificity of reactions to
trauma in DSM-IIIR (1987). The stressor criteria characterized traumatic
events as being, "outside the range of human experience that would be
markedly distressing to almost anyone". DSM-IV (1994) reflects minor
changes from DSM-IIIR, but the most significant change was made in the
definition of the traumatic event. The new criteria no longer required that
an event is infrequent, unusual, or outside of a mythical human norm of
experience and the more subjective perceptions of fear, threat, and risk to
well-being are stressed. In the most recent DSM V (2013) trauma is more
narrowly defined as, “being involved in death, injury, or sexual violence or
otherwise being exposed to these circumstances,” and there is more focus on
the symptoms that are a part of trauma.

The worry for and reemergence of PTSD came from the problem of war
veterans. The wars since the 20 century were characterized by the
involvement of civilian populations. In WWI only 5% of the death came from
civilians, however, in WWII this number went up to 50% and in the Vietnam
War it exceeded 80%. This was the result that the primary method to control
societies became fear and the main target in the war became civilians and
psychological warfare rather than land (Summerfield, 1995). Thus, trauma
through war not only became a problem for war veterans but also for the
civilian population. Whether or not war exceeds actions taken during
normative human lifestyle should be determined by each culture and society.

Concerning the reactions to this worry for PTSD, we must consider that
the symptoms of trauma are not only limited to PTSD but also include
dissociation, depression, and physical reactions. People also point out the
differences between cultures and how excluding Western cultures,

dissociation and physical reactions are prominent amongst patients of
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trauma (Marsella, Friedman, Gerrity and Scurffield, 1996). Watters (2013)
who argues against imperializing mental disorders describes how in 2004
when the tsunami hit Sri Lanka, European and American trauma therapists
overly emphasized the PTSD view. The professors from Colombo University
argued that it was not right to round up the survivors as “psychological
victims” and simplify their experiences as a “mental hurt”. They further
argued that trauma is not an automatic reaction forged in the brain and
that it was a way to pass down culture. For Sri Lankans, the trauma was an
event that destroyed social connections and people that continue to suffer
from fearful experiences were usually isolated from society and were not
able to get along with their family. According to the PT'SD view of Europeans
and Americans, they tend to believe that trauma triggered the psychological
damage and led to social problems, but for Sri Lankans, not being able to
find their spot amongst a group is what brings torment and is not exactly
caused by their own psychological problems.

The Great Hanshin earthquake in 1995 in Japan is another example as
similar situations could be seen amongst the victims of the earthquake. In
Kobe during 1997, there was an international symposium on natural
disasters and trauma, where the low percentage of patients diagnosed as
PTSD was debated. Iwai (1999) hypothesized that the reasons for these low
numbers were the following: traumatized Japanese showed symptoms that
were physical rather than psychological, the unique characteristics of PTSD
did not greatly affect the population after the earthquake, normally the
reasons for being diagnosed as having PTSD come from feelings of
powerlessness and isolation but since this earthquake hit a major city, the
victims had a sense of unity and the clients felt as though they were being
supported by everyone. On the other hand, McFaren (1999) commented on
this subject saying that the assessment used in this case was inappropriate.

The caution against linking trauma with PTSD, a mental disorder, and
a defect in the individual's mind is a subject that crosses cultural borders
and has been brought to the attention of society by feminists who work with

DV, sexual violence, and assaults. As a psychotherapist who has been
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working with trauma, I too, have struggled with the concept of trauma.
After losing in WWII, Japan has focused the reconstruction of its nation on
economic prosperity, which led to the crash of the economic bubble and to an
age of economic depression (economic stagnation and depression). After 1995,
the concept of trauma and PTSD were implemented in clinical psychology
and the ideology of psychologism is quickly becoming popular. This is a
dangerous sign as if we focus too much on the inner and outer world of each
individual, we will not be able to realize when society is driven in a certain
direction for the benefits of a certain individual.

This is why we chose to focus on the concept of shared trauma within a
community or trauma embedded in history. We believed that this would
enable us to open up the emotions and thoughts of individuals to society and
history. In 2009, when we first implemented HWH in Nanjing, we focused on
how; “violence that occurs at a mass scale will destroy communities and
leave a negative impact on how a community should be. If this impact is left
as is, it will be transferred beyond generations and will have the possibility
to distort a whole society” (Muramoto, 2010). Violence not only implies
physical destruction but also the destruction of relations. The reason that a
trauma becomes a trauma comes from the utmost powerlessness and
isolation triggered by an overwhelming experience of fear. Especially in
violence related with historical events, there are often times a broken
relation between the victims and the perpetrators. For those who have
experienced inhumane actions that cannot be shared with others, their
relationship with others, the society, and the world would be destroyed.
Herman (1992) places “commonality” as the final stage of recovery from
trauma.

In this way, I will define trauma as the negative impact that violence
brings to relationships. Recovering from trauma or restoring historical
trauma is mainly based on rebuilding the many relationships that were
destroyed by the certain experience. In order to prevent violence from being
passed down from generation to generation, there is a need to rebuild the

relation between the isolated individual and society and history. Therefore,
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our efforts to work with the Nanjing Massacre can be redefined as a
workshop that provided an opportunity for people to meet and rebuild

relations destroyed by historical violence.
3. Embracing history and rebuilding relations

As we worked with the theme of our workshop “Remembering Nanjing”,
we could see the clear effect that historical trauma had on the post-war
generation. The emotions most frequently seen amongst this generation of
Chinese was distrust, suspicion, and anger and the most frequently seen
amongst the Japanese was anxiety, fear, and nervousness. These negative
emotions were always presented in comparison to the positive changes that
people perceived in their reflection of the workshop. For example, during the
reflection on the last day of HWH in 2009, the Chinese post-war generation
said that, “Until now, I was not sure if reconciliation was possible between
Japan and China. However, after participating in HWH I began to see hope
in of reconciliation between the two countries” (#10-55) *¢, “until now I never
had a good impression of Japan. However, after hours of interacting with
Japanese people I realized that amongst them, there were many kind-
hearted people too” (#10-56).

The Japanese post-war generation expressed their thoughts by saying
things such as, “before I came here I felt very anxious as I was going to
China, a land I was unfamiliar with, and had no idea how the Chinese
people were going to treat me. However, right now I feel the complete
opposite and am feeling very relaxed. I believe this change was caused by
the many people I met during my time in China” (#10-58), and “I was
honestly very scared before coming to Nanjing. When I was studying abroad
in Australia, I met a 15-year-old Chinese boy who told me he disliked
Japanese people, verbally abused me, and told me to go home. I think this
experience had become a trauma for me and was a big reason for my fear in
coming to Nanjing, as I thought I would be abused again. I would like to
thank the Chinese people as, despite all the atrocities that Japan committed,

the Chinese people welcomed us warmly and when we went out into the city,

175



the people there were also very welcoming and this filled me with warmth
and happiness” (#10-60).

Professor Zhang (2010) pointed out that the after-effects of the war 70
years ago could also be seen in the modern age in situations such as
watching sports, consumer research, and civilian questionnaires. He also
pointed out how the symptoms of historical trauma could be seen in
situations such as radical Chinese boycotts and demonstrations every time
there are events that portray Japanese imperialism. As a measurement for
the effects of HWH he suggested that we take a survey revealing the
participants’ emotions on the problem of the Senkaku islands. In reality,
when much friction remerged between the two countries because of the
Senkaku islands during the fall of 2012, we visited Nanjing to interview the
people there and at this time many of the past participants rejoiced at
seeing each other. One of the participants even said that, “after participating
in the workshop I have been able to look at problems more objectively. I am
able to tell apart those with a rational mind and those who without” (#D-2),
After going to the Yuunan province and observing the barbaric actions of the
Japanese Imperial army one participant replied saying, “if I had not
participated in this workshop, I probably would have gone to China and left
with a feeling of anger. After I participated in the workshop I was taught not
to be angry at the Chinese and learned more about humanism and that this
sort of problem not only revolved around Japanese-Chinese relations but
around humanity in general” (#D-4).

What we have here is an example of how through the context of HWH,
the post-war generation of both the perpetrating country and the victimized
country discovered emotions and destroyed relations that would otherwise
remain unrevealed, and made an effort to rebuild them. Amongst the
Chinese participants there were many who expressed emotions of
uneasiness and isolation when dealing with this theme. “Even before
participating in this event, I had been feeling a deep sense of pain and
distress concerning the war, as these were the emotions that could be

perceived from my parents and grandparents. The traumas that came from
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the war were stored inside of me as well. However, there was no way in
which I could deal with these emotions thus far” (#10-57). In this manuscript
I leave out some details, but during the workshop it was possible to perceive
the specific ways in which historical trauma has been passed down and
affected the post-war generation.

In this workshop we worked with the theme of the Nanjing Massacre
and therefore participants had the freedom to express stories and emotions
that were related to this theme. Luo Cuicui (2010) had previously interacted
with and befriended many Japanese people, but what she gained in her time
during this workshop was something she had never experienced and was an
experience that foreshadowed the Chinese proverb, “a hedge between keeps
friendship green”. Her experience is the result of the first step in HWH
“breaking silence and taboos”. As I pointed out before (Muramoto 2010), the
participants have taken their first step forward when they made the
decision to participate in the workshop and this leads to the second step,
“not looking at each other as a group but as individuals who all have
different stories and personalities”, which is a process that focuses on
meeting each other.

This sort of encounter was not only limited to the time that the actual
workshop was going on but also happened at times after the actual
workshop was over and the Japanese and Chinese participants had meals
together or went out into the city at night. The results of these sort of
encounters can be seen from the following thoughts of the participants:
“After the seminar was over and we went to the dinner party on the 8%, the
atmosphere was very different compared to when everyone first met. Young
people of different nationalities were talking and even joking around with
each other as though they were best friends. After the dinner party we all
gathered at the ridge by the lake to sing, play the guitar, and talk to each
other about our feelings on the workshop. When the time for goodbyes was
drawing near I was filled with a sense of loneliness. I think this was because
I was able to really open up and get to know everyone during the past 4 days

of the workshop. At the end of the workshop I was much more optimistic as
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I was able to escape the pain of historical trauma. Until now, I felt that
although we had a friendly relationship we were still a bit too polite with
each other and that this left a little bit of awkwardness. I feel that the
relationship we have now is an ideal starting point” (#11-175), and “Even in
the time outside of the seminar we would go out drinking together and on
the last night we walked around Nanjing Normal University with beers in
our hands and sang together:-- My Chinese friends called us Japanese
participants ‘best friends.” The four days that I spent with them will be a
time of happiness that I will never forget” (#11-146).

4. Crossing borders and rebuilding various relationships

Armand originally called HWH “acts of reconciliation” (Volkas, 2010,
p.91), and said that, “I believe apologies have the power to heal” (Volkas,
2010, p.45). The workshop included activities such as “Repeating lines” where
participants took turns reciting the lines, “I'm sorry” and “that hurt me” and
work dealing with identity where participants stood in front of the group
saying “I'm Japanese” or “I'm Chinese”. In addition to these activities, in the
2011 workshop we added activities such as “work using chairs” and “work
using apologies”. In “work using chairs” we would place two chairs facing
each other and label them as a “Japanese chair” and a “Chinese chair” and
have participants, regardless of ethnicity, sit in the chairs to speak on behalf
of the collective voice of the two sides and put additional chairs behind the
original two to represent the actual voiced opinions and the unexpressed
voices. From this work the irritation of the Chinese became apparent, as
they were demanding an apology from the Japanese government and the
Japanese were distraught by a sense of powerlessness against their own
government (Muramoto, 2011).

It is not that the Japanese government did not apologize. Even this
workshop was an event that was feasible only with the grant given by the
Japanese government. In the English written portion of “Historical Issues
Q&A” on the Ministry of Foreign Relations homepage, they accept the

“Nanjing Massacre” as a fact and it is written that, “Japan candidly
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acknowledges that during a certain period in its history, Japan, through its
colonial rule and aggression, caused tremendous damage and suffering to
the people of many countries, particularly to those of Asian nations, and
holds a firm resolve to never repeat war again and to advance the path of a
peaceful nation with feelings of deep remorse and heartfelt apology always
engraved in mind.” Despite this, the voice of certain politicians and right-
winged activists that deny the Nanjing Massacre seems to be reflected so
much more, causing this understanding and acceptance to be under
recognized by the general public. Under these sorts of circumstances it
would be hard for participants to attend a workshop that puts a focus on
interacting and apologizing of the victims and perpetrators. For the
participants from Japan it would feel as though they did not have the right
to go and see Chinese people unless there is a change in the government
and would therefore feel even more isolated and uneasy when they come
back to Japan carrying with them the hopes of the Chinese participants.

Oda (2011) criticized the work done in HWH, as he believed it was based
on the storyline of, “the reconciliation of Chinese and Japanese civilians”
and that it would recreate a strong sense of nationalism. When facilitating
work between the descendants of Nazis and the descendants of Holocaust
survivors, Israeli social psychologist Dan Bar-On avoided the use of the
word “reconciliation” and the idea that there is a collective identity that
German and Jewish people hold. Instead he focused on the personal stories
of the people on each side, making them easier to accept and by doing so,
unraveled the stereotypes that were linked to their collective identity.
Kanemaru (2011) also pointed out that the “reconciliation” imagined by both
the Chinese and Japanese side often has the danger of falling into a
dualistic way of thinking where there is a “good and bad” and “a victim and
a perpetrator” and this would lead to further conflict between the two
nations.

In situations such as hearing the stories of the survivors and having a
memorial at the Yangtze River for the victims, the theme of apology came up

from the Japanese side. According to Kasai's research, during this time the
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younger people of the third generation (the generation that experienced the
war being the first generation) felt uncomfortable and thought they were
being forced to apologize, as they watched elder people go down to their
knees and bow their heads down to the ground. Looking back to 2007, I
remember how the leaders of the International meeting told everyone, “all
the participants should come together and kneel down” at the memorial
event. However, I felt that there was something wrong about this and
suggested that, “each person should act in whatever way they feel right
during the memorial” and my suggestion was approved. In reality, every
time we went to Nanjing and realized more and more the barbaric acts that
the Japanese Imperial Army committed my head kept sagging downwards,
but nonetheless it must also be stated that feeling a gap with the apologetic
attitude of the older generation was also an apparent sentiment. The
uncomfortable feeling that the younger generation felt must be something
similar to this. The fact that the gap between generations was larger than
the gap between the Chinese and Japanese relations is an interesting point
that became apparent through this process. I also realized that as the theme
for the 2011 playback theatre was the alteration of generations (Muramoto,
2011), as the years passed regardless of Chinese or Japanese there were
many participants who, “did not directly hear about war experiences” or “did
not feel as though they had experienced historical trauma.”

Looking back, the Japanese-Chinese relation was not the only thing
that this workshop was able to rebuild. In 2007, I was quietly mending
relations with the older generation and with the men of Japan. In 2011, I
was able to create new relationships with women who cross borders
(Muramoto 2011), and reestablish connections with Chinese people of the
same generation. Especially the story of Luo Cuicui, a daughter supporting
her mother who desperately found a way to live despite being hurt and used
by the events at the time, seemed identical to my own experiences. In a later
interview I discovered that her mother and my own mother coincidentally
had the same name, making me feel a strange connection. Likewise, I share

a bond with Tao Linjin and Shen Yu who work in the same profession of
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clinical psychology and we together developed these seminars.

One Chinese participant overlapped the image of his father with an
older generation’s psychodrama. “Watching this scene was like seeing my
father’s childhood. [-*-] It was as if I slipped through time to experience the
pain, the ridicule, and the unfairness that he felt. [-:*] Through this
workshop, I was able to find the answers to everything I was unable to
understand in the past. My father wanted to give me a good education so he
could have me accomplish the dreams and aspirations of his childhood that
he was unable to realize himself.” (#11-173). Most likely, the traumas of
history, hence the relations destroyed by war were not limited to the
Japanese-Chinese relations. Many relations, such as those between father
and son, mother and daughter, man and woman, and older and younger
generations were destroyed. Our identity is built through each of these
multitudinous relations.

Since the beginning, the appeal of HWH lay in the consideration for
multiple perspectives. The damage dealt by historical traumas is not
necessarily limited to the relations between the country and its people. Oda
(2013) claims that the modern nation state is characterized by a homogenous
population living within a clearly defined border, but to draw a border in
itself violently and artificially breaks the natural relationships. Thus a clear
border and the identity of the citizens who try to react to this can become
the original trauma relating to the destruction of relations. The third step of
HWH is to “realize the inner potential of becoming the perpetrator”. We
need to pay attention to the historical and social context behind these
events, in order for us to move on to the fourth step of “deep grief” while we
become aware that we are constantly exposed to the structural violence in
which perpetration and victimization are complicatedly mixed up. Zhang
(2012) points out that after World War II, the resolution of post war issues
were processed by two powers in the midst of a cold war compromising with
each other, and when the cold war system got collapsed, the victimized
country’s elevated nationalism resulted in the historical problems between

the perpetrating country and the victimized country suddenly become
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tangible. In addition there appeared powers, which tried to use this to their
advantage. Thus, there is a need for interdisciplinary encounters to
reevaluate and understand how larger scale outside influences may
interfere personal relations from developing. I hope that by fixing the
multitude of relationships that transcends borders, we are able to respect

each individual's identity that arises from these relationships.

5. For the future

If the final step of recovering from a trauma is to establish a
commonality, this requires a common awareness of history. How will we be
able to continue this effort? We have some plans in order to do this. The first
is to summarize our efforts and results, and to publish them in Japanese,
Chinese, and English. I want to be able to share this small history of the
post Sino-Japanese war generation reestablishing connections and mending
relationships with as many people as possible. Professor Zhang has proposed
using this as a textbook for international students and for students looking
to pursue international relations, and I would like to further investigate a
method to utilize the results to its maximum potential.

The second is to incorporate the methods used in HWH in general
history and peace education instead of limiting them to smaller therapy
sessions. This is a response to the voices of the Chinese side claiming, “Such
a small number of participants does not make a big impact. We need to have
more people involved”, while simultaneously addressing the issue faced this
time of the lack of younger Japanese participants. One participant from
Japan said, “the problem is that in relation to the size of the issue being
faced, the sentiment towards having qualified participants is too strong. For
those who see it for the first time, the organization appears questionable
and it is not convincing to have to tell them that they will understand the
importance of the cause if they join.” (#11-163) . I feel the need to widen the
scope of our work to increase the accessibility for the younger generation. As
the first step towards accomplishing this, in September 2013, a workshop for

teachers and volunteers of history and peace education was held at the
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Kyoto Museum for World Peace, Ritsumeikan University. I am currently
examining how to further develop this at the Ritsumeikan University in the
future. Some ideas include incorporating this in the peace education
programs and international relations on the undergraduate level and into
the teaching curriculum.

The third plan is to continue this workshop, which provides an
opportunity for new encounters. The psychology department at the Nanjing
Normal University, led by Tao Linjin, is also considering this possibility. In
October, 2013 there was an opportunity to introduce this project in Taipei,
and we may be able to expand the themes and practice these workshops in
the future.

Lastly, I would like to use this opportunity to express my deep gratitude
towards Armand Volkas, not only for sharing his expertise, but also for
supporting us with great consideration and love. I was given the courage to
tackle such a large and deeply rooted historical issue because I trusted
Armand greatly. Through reading the participant questionnaires, I can say
with confidence that this sentiment is shared by all of the other participants.
I also cannot thank i:# 4 enough for his deep understanding and continued
acceptance that he showed us. There is no doubt that he continues his role
as the bridge between Chinese and Japanese people in accordance with the
beliefs expressed in “Remembering Nanjing: Converting the inheritance of
wartime loss into a shared fortune” (Zhang 2011). During the mid-autumn
festival of 2013, Professor Zhang visited the seminar, bringing with him
some moon cakes. This was a message of treating us as a family. I would also
like to express my appreciation towards the participants, collaborators, and
fellow researchers of this project. I believe that creating such a stage to
repeatedly visit Nanjing for the Japanese and Chinese participants to
remember the traumas of history, which resulted in a big step towards
mending Chinese-Japanese relations, was a great result made possible

through everyone’s support and understanding.
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Auschwitz/Berkinow, Poland
August, 1995

A group of German students piously till the ground of Auschwitz/Berkinow
concentration camp with small digging tools. In a trance, as if involved in a
religious rite, they silently search for objects that had been taken from Jews
before being sent to the gas chamber to be killed. In their haste to hide the
evidence of their evil deeds the Nazis had burned down the enormous
warehouses filled with valuables confiscated from camp inmates. The fire
had burned so intensely that all the metal artifacts had melted and become
buried in the ground. Now 50 years later, young Germans take the objects
that they find and place them reverentially inside a protected grid, forming
a mountain of twisted glasses, broken watches and melted silverware.

The students dig in the ground in search of historical memory and in the
process unearth the ghosts of the 3 million dead who haunt this place. They
are filled with tremendous grief for their shattered connection with their
German identity while trying to honor the Jewish victims in an almost futile

attempt to ease their personal and collective pain.
Berkeley, California, March, 2007

A young Turkish woman stands trembling at the microphone before a
packed auditorium in Berkeley, California with tears running down her face.
There is a hushed silence from the audience in anticipation of her words.
Her fear yet determination to speak her truth are evident in her eyes and
on her face. In the aftermath of a groundbreaking all-day Healing the
Wounds of History workshop with people from the Armenian and Turkish
communities, an evening of interactive theatre, dialogue and reflection on
the historical legacies of these two cultures is taking place. “‘My Armenian
friends, I have felt your hurt, humiliation and the degradation of your
experience of the Armenian Genocide being denied by my people. I cannot
speak for my government. But, I am moved to apologize to you on behalf of

my ancestors.”
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Article 301 from the Turkish Penal Code makes it illegal to call what
happened to the Armenian people “genocide” and thus insult and dishonor
Turkey and the Turkish nation and this woman could be arrested upon her
return to her country. The courage of this young Turkish woman was evident
to the middle aged Armenian man whose mother, as an orphan and survivor
of the Genocide, was forced to march bare-foot through the Der El-Zor
Syrian Desert in 1915. Many of the Armenian immigrants to the United
States were the descendants of orphans and their memory and inherited
pain about the 1.5 million Armenians who were killed spans four
generations at this point. The Armenian man weeps in disbelief, “I never

thought I would hear an apology from a Turk in my lifetime.”
Nanijing, China, October 2009

The scene is at The Yangtze River at the end of a ritual below a memorial
stone commemorating the Nanjing Massacre. A group of eight Japanese
women, huddled together in a cluster of support, are weeping and wailing
inconsolably in an expression of profound anguish. The pressure behind
their grief has built up over the previous four days of a Healing the Wounds

of History workshop and now needs release.

Students and teachers from Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto, Japan and
their counterparts at Normal University in Nanjing, China had come
together to face the legacy of the War. They had visited the Nanjing
Massacre Museum, which documents, in graphic detail, the horrifying
atrocities and the pain, cruelty and humiliation that their Japanese
ancestors had inflicted upon the Chinese during the Sino-Japanese War.
They had listened to a Nanjing Massacre survivor share the story of the
murder of his family and the rapes he witnessed by Japanese soldiers as a 9
year old boy fighting for his own survival while trying to save his wounded
younger sister’s life. Drama therapy and expressive arts therapy were used
to help them move through and emotionally face their difficult legacy. The

Chinese participants stand silently around the memorial grounds as
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witnesses of the agony of the Japanese women. Their tears of grief and
shame seem to stream out of their eyes and hearts and into the fast moving

current of the Yangtze.

San Francisco, California
November, 2013

As I reflect upon my recent experience facilitating my third Remembering
Nanjing Project encounter in September 2013 and my work with
intercultural conflict transformation for the past 25 years, I find myself
moved by the courage of the descendants of perpetrators in choosing to face
their difficult legacies. The vignette snapshots above, drawn from my
experiences with German/Jewish, Turkish/Armenian and Japanese/Chinese
encounters I have facilitated, illustrate the emotional complexity of this
task. Germans, Turks and Japanese cultures are expressing guilt, shame
and grief. As a psychotherapist, drama therapist and peacebuilder I have
worked with more than 20 cultural conflicts and collective traumas and have
developed an arts-based and psychological model to work with these
emotional inheritances which I call Healing the Wounds of History (HWH)
(Volkas, 2002, 2009, 2010, 2012), (Miller & Volkas, 2007), (Leveton & Volkas,
2010). Having had the opportunity to return to Nanjing three times has
brought up important questions and challenges about my work that I would

like to reflect upon here.

At the post-workshop symposium held at Normal University in Nanjing in
September 2013 and the report by psychotherapist and expressive arts
therapist Aya Kasai on the study she conducted of the 2011 Remembering
Nanjing project, it became clear to me that while Chinese participants went
home from the encounter reporting that they had had transformative
experiences, many Japanese participants went home after the 4-day
workshop feeling bad. So much shame had come up during the workshop

and many Japanese participants felt like they had nowhere to process it.
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At the Nanjing Massacre Museum, Japanese participants reported feeling
like targets, hoping that they would not be recognized as Japanese so as not
to activate Chinese rage. In private communications with me, Japanese
attendees expressed their feeling that they did not have the emotional right
to express their pain from a legacy of perpetration. They were concerned
that their Chinese hosts would be offended. Japanese participants felt like
they had to hide their more complex feelings and only speak about them

privately.

As an HWH facilitator, I believe that there is no reason to guide people into
exploring their personal and collective trauma unless I am able to help them
create some meaning out of their experience. I felt like I was letting
Japanese participants down in some way. As representatives of their culture
in the Nanjing workshop, participants were courageously exploring the dark
side of Japanese history, but were possibly not able to get enough emotional

and spiritual support from the process.

Looking back on each of the three Remembering Nanjing encounters I had
facilitated, I observed that Japanese participants had a resistance to
admitting their difficult feelings or taking up too much emotional space. In
the face of coming to understand the extent of the enormous trauma their
ancestors had perpetrated upon the Chinese, they seemed to get emotionally

stuck.

After many years of working with Germans on their legacy of Nazi
perpetration, where I was able to help them work through their guilt and
shame to a feeling of redemption, I wondered why the Japanese participants
were not able to do the same. Perhaps it was the result of the limitations of
working as a psychotherapist with a group of 35-40 participants, where it is
impossible to address everyone's emotional needs. Was it possibly the fact
that I had to rely on Japanese and Chinese interpreters to help me facilitate

the subtleties and nuances of a complex emotional process with a large
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group and as a result couldn’t go very deep and move past barriers to self-
revelation. Perhaps it was the cultural values around saving face that
prevented Japanese participants from moving into and then through their
shame. I began to wonder if, in fact, HWH was the most appropriate tool for

this emotionally complex encounter.
Two Layers of HWH: Micro-level and the Macro-Level

The Healing the Wounds of History encounter is conceptualized on two
levels. The first level is the psychological one that looks at the meeting
between two groups in conflict and addresses the feelings and needs of the
participants that are stirred up by the process. The therapeutic goal is a
cultural exchange where the participants get to know and humanize each
other and integrate their legacy of victimization or perpetration in a
personal and regenerative way. The objective is the psychological integration
of their experience in the workshop and to gain insight into their inherited
collective trauma and how they carry it in their cultural or national
identities. The impact is more personal in nature than collective. The goal is
for each participant to be stimulated by their experience and absorb it into

their lives with a sense of hope and resilience.

The second layer of the encounter is conceptualized as a therapeutic
intervention on society. Society itself is the client. The participants in the
workshop are seen as carriers of the collective trauma of their people. They
are participating in the workshop as representatives of their cultures. So
even though the participants may be doing deeply personal work at the
micro-level, the HWH therapist is also tuned in to the macro-level and
thinking about how this work may ripple out into the society as social

change.
In the fall of 2013, everyone involved in the Nanjing Project was aware of the
dangerous tension building between China and Japan. It was the elephant

in the room. The Chinese people clearly want, or even demand, an
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acknowledgement and an apology for countless atrocities committed by the
Japanese military during the Sino-Japanese War, but a series of Japanese
governments have struggled with shame and denial. It has been my hope
since the beginning of the Remembering Nanjing Project that the HWH
process could create a model for how Japan could move through this impasse
to reconciliation. It has been my belief that if Japanese participants could
move through the steps of apology authentically at the micro-level, then
perhaps Japan itself could also find its way to an honest diplomatic apology

at the macro-level.

Questions

Since collective shame seemed to be the primary obstacle in the way of
working through the micro and macro levels in the Remembering Nanjing
process, I decided to take a deeper look into the nature of shame and guilt. I
wanted to see if I could learn how to help Japanese people move through

these paralyzing feelings and integrate them in a positive way.

As I explored the literature on shame and guilt several questions emerged:

What are shame and guilt and what are their purposes in human

psychology, society and cultures?

How do cultures with legacies of perpetration work through guilt and shame
to personal and collective psychological health? How do they integrate a

legacy of perpetration with a positive cultural or national identity?
Guilt

Guilt is a cognitive or an emotional experience that occurs when a person
realizes or believes—accurately or not—that he or she has compromised his
or her own standards of conduct or has violated a moral standard, and bears

significant responsibility for that violation.
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Collective Guilt

Collective guilt is the emotional reaction of a group of individuals who
perceive that their family, tribe or society has illegitimately harmed
members of another group. It often appears as a result of a shared social
identity and where the group’s actions represent a threat to the positive
feeling of the group. There are several causes of collective guilt: strong group
identity, collective responsibility, and perception of unjust actions committed

by the group.

An individual has to believe the actions caused by their “perpetrator” group
were unjustifiable, indefensible, and unforgivable. If an individual can
justify the actions of the hurtful group, this can lessen the feeling of
collective guilt. This is a common response by Turks when discovering that
their ancestors may have been involved in genocidal actions. Their
justification is that the killings occurred during WWI as the Ottoman
Empire was collapsing and that modern Turkey need not take responsibility
for this. They are therefore dismissive of the accusations of genocide. Only
when an individual views the perpetrator group’s actions as reprehensible,
will that individual feel the collective guilt of their people. (Branscombe,

2004)

An instructive example of dealing with collective guilt can be found in
Germany after WWII. In the post-War era, the entire German nation was
forced to confront its violent and destructive past and carry its collective
guilt. Held for the purpose of bringing Nazi war criminals to justice, the
Nuremberg trials were carried out between 1945 and 1949. The defendants,
who included Nazi Party officials and high-ranking military officers along
with German industrialists, lawyers and doctors, were indicted on such
charges as crimes against peace and crimes against humanity. Through this
process, the entire German people were metaphorically put on trial.

Germany, more than any other nation with a history of perpetration, has
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made large gestures of reconciliation: formal political apologies, multiple
Holocaust memorials, financial reparation to Holocaust and WWII victims, a
rigorous Holocaust education curriculum and the creation of a national

Holocaust commemoration day.
Honor

Honor is related to shame. It is fundamentally the public recognition of one’
s social standing. This is a value that is prevalent in Mediterranean cultures
including Turkey. One’s basic honor level is inherited from the family or
group. Each person takes on the general honor status that the group
possesses in the eyes of the larger group, and therefore honor comes directly
from group membership. It is not based on something the individual has
done. The relationship with the group is important for the identity of an
honor-based society. Honor status comes primarily from group recognition.
With honor as a primary cultural value in Turkish culture, one can see how

an accusation of genocide would be dishonoring. (Moxnes,1993)
Shame

Shame is a painful feeling of humiliation or distress caused by the
consciousness of wrong or foolish behavior, shortcoming, or impropriety. It is
a condition of humiliating disgrace or disrepute. Shame and humiliation are
so unpleasant that human beings have over time established sets of
archetypal responses to shame that aim to avoid the negative effect of
shame without addressing the original cause. (Nathanson (1992). See

Compass of Shame below.
Shame Culture

In cultural anthropology, a shame culture is the concept that, in a given
society, the primary device for gaining control over children and maintaining
social order is the instillation of shame, often paired with the threat
of ostracism. In a shame-oriented culture, every person has a place and a

duty in the society. One maintains self-respect, not by choosing what is good
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rather than what is evil, but by choosing what is expected of one. In this
system, Japan, China and Turkey are considered shame cultures. (Hiebert

1985)
Guilt culture versus Shame Culture

I am aware of the controversy around the discourse about guilt and shame
cultures. It first surfaced in the 1940’s in The Chrysanthemum and the
Sword, by Ruth Benedict (1946), when she compared Japan as a shame
culture to the United States as a guilt-based culture. In studies and models
that followed, individualistic cultures were accused of viewing guilt as “good”
and shame as “bad” moral emotions. In reality, shame may be a better
adaptation for a collectivist society that operates on a more relational basis.
I would like to be clear that I am not making a value judgment about which
coping mechanism is better. Rather, my aim is to examine the impact of
shame and guilt on the ability of certain cultures to move through the pain

from a legacy of perpetration.

Shame and guilt are members of a family of emotions called the self-
conscious emotions as they rely on the human ability to reflect on and
evaluate the self by reference to a set of internal or societal standards.
Societies are classified according to the emotions they use to control
individuals, swaying them into norms of obedience and conformity. A guilt-
based society is one in which control is maintained by creating and
continually reinforcing the feeling of guilt----the idea that you may be
punished now or in the afterlife for certain behaviors condemned by society.
The primary method of social control is the instillation of feelings of guilt for
behaviors that the individual has internalized and believes to be

undesirable.
Shame cultures are typically based on the concepts of maintaining pride
and honor. Maintaining appearances and “face” are valued in shame-based

cultures, as opposed to individual conscience in guilt-based cultures.
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Guilt is a feeling that arises when we violate the absolute standards
of morality within us, when we violate our conscience. A person may suffer
from guilt although no one else knows of his or her misdeed. Guilt is relieved
by confessing the misdeed and making amends. Guilt-based cultures rely on
an internalized conviction of a shameful offense as the enforcer of good
behavior. Shame-based cultures, by contrast, rely on external sanctions.
Guilt cultures emphasize punishment and forgiveness as ways of restoring
the moral order. (Hiebert 1985)

When people feel shame, they feel bad about themselves, whereas when they
feel guilt they feel bad about a specific behavior. Empirical research
supports that this differential emphasis on the self (“I did that horrible
thing”) versus a specific behavior (“I did that horrible thing”) leads to very
different emotional experiences, patterns of motivations and subsequent
behavior (Tangney, Steuwig & Mashek 2007).

Of the two emotions, shame is considered the more painful of the two, since
in shame the entire core self is at stake and therefore shame is often
associated with a sense of shrinking or of “being small” as well as a
worthlessness and powerlessness. Guilt, on the other hand, is deemed less
painful because the object of concern or condemnation is a specific behavior
rather than the entire self; consequently people experiencing guilt are not
challenged to defend the self, but rather are drawn to reflect on their specific
behavior and are more able to consider its consequences, especially for

others.

On the whole, empirical evidence evaluating the action tendencies of people
experiencing shame and guilt suggest that guilt promotes constructive,
proactive pursuits, whereas shame promotes defensiveness, interpersonal

separation, and distance. (Tangney, Steuwig & Mashek 2007).

Tangney & Dearing (2002) report that shame is associated with attempts to

deny, hide or escape the shame-inducing situation. The act of trying to avoid
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dealing with the cause of the shame is articulately described by Nathanson’
s Compass of Shame (Nathanson,1992). By contrast, guilt has been found to
be associated with motivation towards reparative actions including
confessions, apologies, and undoing the consequences of the behavior
(Tangney & Dearing 2002).

The Compass of Shame

Nathanson (1992) has described the four major sets of responses or “scripts”
which he believes that human beings use to avoid dealing with an
experience of shame, and which he arranges as the poles on the Compass of
Shame. Each of the four poles of the compass describe ways of behaving in

response to the experience of shame.

Figure
Withdrawal
F 3
Attack Other » Attack Self
A 4
Avoidance
Withdrawal

At the Withdrawal pole of the compass are those behaviors that alleviate the
negative effect by severing the connection with others so as to avoid their
presumed scrutiny and judgment. The downcast face of the person
experiencing shame and the breaking of eye contact with those that they

may perceive to be judging them, are typical physiological responses to
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shame. Withdrawal alleviates the negative effects of shame by removing the

person from the glare of others.
Attack Self

People may respond to an experience of shame with behaviors that range
from putting oneself down through humor to masochistic and self-
destructive behaviors. The person in pain attempts to regain control of the
situation by, at least, controlling their self-condemnation. In other words,

they attack themselves first, before anyone else can.
Avoidance

The Avoidance pole of the compass involves behaviors that draw attention
away from the cause of the shame experience. This redirects attention onto
some aspect of the self that is not defective. The attempt is to restore some

status to the individual.
Attack Other

At the final pole of the compass represents behaviors that enable us to feel
better by shifting the blame or by making someone else smaller. This set of
scripts range from seemingly harmless banter and good-natured teasing,
through to malicious and hurtful insults and even physical aggression. In
these responses the painful experience of shame is lessened through making

someone else the target in order to enhance one’s own status.

Nathanson (1992) considers each of the four sets of responses described in
the Compass of Shame as maladaptive because it does not enable or require
us to examine and address what the spotlight of shame has highlighted

about us, or our behavior.
Japanese Collective Shame and Guilt
As the HWH workshop in Nanjing is taking place in September of 2013, the

tension between China and Japan over the oil and fishing rights to the tiny
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islands in the China Sea is mounting. Incidents have erupted where
ownership of the islands is contested between China and Japan and have
produced an outpouring of rage against the Japanese. Vandalism of
Japanese businesses and protests break out in cities all over China. The
issues that are being grappled with are political, historical as well as
emotional in nature and are taking place on the global stage. The two
powerful neighbors back nervously away from the tension for, left unfettered
and allowed to follow through to a logical emotional conclusion, one could
imagine the political posturing taking place between Japan and China could
eventually lead to war. This tense and dangerous situation, I believe, has its

roots in the unresolved and tangled collective memory of WWII.

Japan has not been as repentant as Germany or other countries that have
confronted the darker sides of their past. It has apologized for waging
aggressive war and oppressing its neighbors. But, those apologies have been
fumbling and awkward, and have often been undercut by revisionist
statements from right wing Japanese politicians. Japan has offered
relatively little compensation to the victims of WWIIL. And to this day, there
are no nationally sponsored museums or monuments that acknowledge
Japanese aggression or atrocities. At the same time, the image of the
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are seared into the synapses of
Japanese elementary school children who go on field trips to visit the Peace

Museum in Hiroshima.

Bitterness in China persists over the brutality of the Japanese during the
Second Sino-Japanese War and the atrocities committed by the military like
the Nanjing Massacre. The perceived lack of a straightforward
acknowledgment of such atrocities, Japanese government employment of
known past war criminals, and Japanese historic revisionism in textbooks

enrages the Chinese public.

These perceptions are nurtured by the Chinese government. Hatred of
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Japan becomes a unifying force in Chinese identity. In elementary school,
children are taught about Japanese war crimes in detail. For example,
thousands of children are brought to the Museum of the War of Chinese
People's Resistance Against Japanese Aggression in Beijing and the Nanjing
Massacre Museum was filled with elementary school children viewing the
horrific photos of the atrocities the three times that I visited in 2009, 2011
and 2013.

After viewing the museum, the children's hatred of the Japanese people was
reported to increase significantly. Despite the time that has passed since the
end of the Second World War, discussions about the Japanese conduct can
still trigger powerful emotions today, in part because most Japanese are
aware of what happened but their society has never engaged in the type of
introspection that was common in Germany after the Holocaust. (Forney

2005, 2008), (Lague, 2013)

With this history as a backdrop, I have enormous respect for the Japanese
graduate students and faculty who have created and participated in the
Remembering Nanjing Project since 2007. They are the conscience of their
people and are bravely and willingly diving into uncharted emotional
waters. Coming to Nanjing is to face the ghosts of World War II. Japanese
participants are inviting shame to visit them and to face the immoral
choices that their ancestors made on the very soil upon which they are
standing. Making the choice to come to Nanjing, it is not possible to feel
“good” at the end of a 4-day workshop with the descendants of the Chinese
victims. One making this pilgrimage must expect to feel shame. However, an
important value in the HWH process is to be able to move through the guilt,
rage, shame and grief that is a part of this work to a place of meaning,

integration and restoration.

How do cultures with legacies of perpetration work through guilt and shame

to personal and collective psychological health? How do they integrate a
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legacy of perpetration with a positive cultural or national identity?

Human beings are tribal in nature and have a need to feel good about the
tribe to which they belong. When this pride of association is disrupted
through a history of war trauma, humiliation, defeat, or perpetration, it
negatively affects the collective self-regard in the form of internalized
oppression. Members of a culture can begin to shame themselves. This can
influence the way individuals view or value their own culture. This is clearly

happening for the Japanese participants.

My HWH approach usually involves direct apology and it seems that the
Chinese people want a direct acknowledgement of their suffering. However,
it also seems clear that direct face-losing apologies are not commonly offered
in Japanese culture. So, I would want to explore in future workshops what
the steps are in a Japanese apology. Does apology need to be indirect and
nonverbal? Is weeping visibly an apology? Is bowing silently an apology? Is
coming to Nanjing at one's own expense to be a witness to the atrocities and

hear the Chinese people’s pain an apology?

In the end, I wonder if HWH, which is based on Western individualistic
psychological and emotional value systems around working through shame
and guilt, the appropriate approach to working with the collectivist

Japanese and Chinese?

If T am invited back to Japan or China these are some of the questions I

would want to explore.
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55 I35
4-2 Remembering Nanjing 2011 Participants Interview

Aya Kasai
California Institute of Integral Studies, East West Psychology Student

My name is Aya Kasai. I'm a student at California Institute of Integral
Studies. My grandfather was a military police officer in China. He never told
me what he did but in 2007, I visited Nanjing for the first time and learned
what the Japanese military did. I felt deep grief. My father was born in
China a week before the war ended, and my grandmother walked back to
Japan with three children. It took them a year to walk from China to Korea
and to take a boat back to Japan, they were given food and shelter along the
way. I am here today because they survived and I feel grateful for the help
they received. So I wish to do something to build peace. This is the 7t time
that I've visited Nanjing. I truly appreciate being part of this project and
your warm welcome every time.

I interviewed participants of the 2011 gathering who are the third-
generation of Sino-Japan war. Most of the interviews were conducted about
a year after the workshop. This Remembering Nanjing project is a dialogue
program that applies Healing the Wounds of History developed by Armand
Volkas. HWH facilitates reconciliation by focusing on 6 steps: 1. Breaking
the taboo, 2. Recognizing humanity in each other, 3. Recognizing the
potential perpetrator in all of us, 4. Sharing grief, 5. Act of creativity and
integration, 6. Working together to create ritual, performance, 6.
Transforming trauma into acts of service or creativity.

My interest is in finding out how the participants experienced the
workshop, what the challenges were. Documenting and understanding the
wide range of experiences and the gap between the intention and experience
can help us in creating the next steps. From approximately 40 participants,
more than 15 people have participated in the interview. Someone had taken
a night train from a distant city just for the interview and I truly appreciate

your cooperation. The 15 participants include 8 Chinese, 1 Chinese resident
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in Japan, 5 Japanese, and 1 Korean in Japan.

I'm still in the midst of analyzing the data but here, I would like to
share my findings on 3 themes; 1. Perceived outcome of the workshop, 2.
Challenges, 3. Theme of apology. What I am going to share is from 2011.
Every year the content of the workshop as well as the participants changed,
so my sharing is only specific to 2011. Some characteristics of the 2011
workshop was an incorporation of playback theatre, exploration of the theme

of apology, chair work that encouraged participants to act as the other.
1. Effect of the Workshop

For Chinese participants, the workshop seemed to have changed the
image of Japan and its citizens. For Chinese participants who had little or
no interaction with Japanese people before but gained impressions only
from the media and history education, dialoguing with Japanese people
helped their attitude toward Japan be less affected by the media. They also
said that it helped them to think of nation/government and its people
separately. Some of these participants stated that when people around them
are making general comments about Japan and Japanese people, they either
don’t participate, suggest people to be rational, or share their experience of
the workshop and interaction with Japanese people. Some participants who
have had interactions with Japanese people through work or their study
stated that the subject of war history became easier to talk about, and their
relationships deepened. Participants included students of psychology, history
and Japanese language. Some psychology and Japanese language students
stated that they think about history and how they relate to it more. On the
other hand, some history students stated that they bring a psychological
point of view to their history studies as well as take a more neutral stance.
All interview participants stated that they would participate in a workshop
like this again if they have a chance.

Some Japanese participants stated that they moved away from thinking
about history in terms of historical facts and numbers of victims, but

accepted the fact that the Japanese soldiers committed violence, and the
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personal stories and feelings of the survivors. One participant stated that he
renewed his belief that even one person should not be killed. He got to see
how Japanese and Chinese people think differently about things because of
the different education they received. He thought that no matter how
differently they think, instead of trying to change one another, we can
perhaps value the capacity to accept the difference and to bring that
capacity beyond a China-Japan relationship but to his life and his work as a
clinician. This person mainly experienced change in his capacity for
acceptance and tolerance for the differences. One person also stated that he
is more aware of the fact that a group can collectively move toward violence
and thinks often about current Japanese politics. Another person became
more clearly aware that the current political problems he sees on the media
are affected by the past. These are from the interviews with the Japanese
male participants and I am working on the women's interviews. One thing I
might be able to say is that perhaps women participants identify more
deeply with the victims because the stories they encounter in Nanjing often
contain violence against women and children by male Japanese soldiers.
Women participants can empathize strongly with the victims but also accept
responsibility of the perpetration and this complicates their experience in

the long term. This is my impression from the interviews so far.
2. Challenges

In the past, participants often shared with me their challenges
personally so I wanted to document these as well. Here I will share one
example from the interview. In the 2011 workshop, there was chair work
that encouraged the participants to step into each other’s role. Japanese
participants took on the role of the Chinese participants and expressed
anger toward Japan. This was remembered as a transformational moment
for many Chinese participants. People were impressed to see Japanese
participants expressing what Chinese people felt but was difficult to
express.

This was an important scene for the Chinese participants; it was also
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experienced by some Japanese participants as one of the most difficult
scenes. One participant reflected, “I couldn’t do anything, I couldn’t say
anything. It was difficult to stay present. That was the hardest moment.”
Another participant stated that during the four days, she felt deep guilt as
she faced Japan’s perpetration and there were moments when she became
flooded with tears no matter what she saw or what she did. Many Chinese
students offered her consolation by saying, “You did not do this, it is not your
fault,” but she felt sorry for burdening them with the effort to console her.
This kind of experience may be important in recognizing an emotional
connection to history but when it is strong, it may take a long time to
integrate or becomes the cause of being overwhelmed that inhibits further
interest. Fortunately, these two participants were able to share their feelings
with other participants within the four days and were able to receive
support. They recognized that the fun time they were able to spend with
other participants during the four days and being connected to other
participants helped them as well. At the time of the interview, they felt
powerless against the society at times but also felt committed to nurture
their personal relationship to people they are now connected to.

This is an example of challenges experienced by the participants when
facing perpetration. When facing history and conflict as an individual
emotional experience, a feeling of being overwhelmed is inevitable at times.
Learning from his work with Germans and Jews, Volkas suggests that it
helps the participants to sustain a multi- layered nature of their own
identity in order to be able to face the history. The male participant who
experienced difficulty interacted with a Chinese participant through their
common interest in calligraphy. He recognized that being able to see a
China-Japan relationship through the calligraphy culture served as a great
resource. So it may help the young Japanese participants if we bring in
more exercises that foster resiliency in maintaining the multiplicity of their
identity throughout the workshop, as well as more dialogue work that does
not focus on the bi-polar relationship between perpetration/victimhood.

In addition, it seemed important that participants should know how
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others are doing and what impact their efforts made on the others in the
long term. Interviewing them and communicating to each group what others
had experienced seemed to alleviate some of the unfinished feelings the
Japanese participants experienced. They seemed happy to hear that their
presence had helped Chinese participants see the nation/government and
people separately. They also experienced relief in learning that the scene
they experienced as difficult, had a great impact on the Chinese
participants. So I felt that keeping in touch with the participants and
learning about each other’s experience is an important continuation of the

work.

3. Apology

In 2011, there were exercises that encouraged the participants to
explore the steps of apology and forgiveness. Here I will attempt to capture
the variety of their experiences and some of the themes that arose.

For the Chinese participants, four of the nine interviewed enquired
about a citizen expressing the feelings of apology personally. Within them,
two people felt that even though the attempt for reconciliation by citizens
has meaning, the apology by the Japanese government being widely
recognized would be more helpful. One person felt that the citizen’s effort is
meaningless if the government does not recognize or act as if they do not
care. Two people expressed that even if the government does not give an
apology, the citizens effort will help people to think separately about the
government and its people, therefore the citizen's apology is important. Even
the person who felt that the citizen’'s effort is meaningless unless the
government acts differently stated that his most memorable moment of the
four days was the memorial service when they went up the steps in pairs of
Japanese and Chinese and offered flowers to the memorial site. Most people
expressed that they wanted a government apology and this was also one of
the things that some Japanese participants felt helpless about in the
workshop.

On the other hand, two Japanese male participants named their
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challenges as feeling pressured to apologize in the workshop itself and
among the participants. One of them shared that he recognized both
Chinese and Japanese people died in the war, so his stance in participation
is that of commemoration for all victims. He also stated that apologizing
without enough dialogue about what that means and our cultural difference
in apology is more disrespectful to Chinese participants. When he interacts
with the Chinese participants he receives spoken and unspoken messages
that they just want to connect as young generation. Instead of apologizing
once and feeling done he would rather come back again and again to
dialogue and to commemorate. Another participant understood that there
was history that deserves an apology but questioned the degree in which to
express, i.e., kneeling. The workshop does not force the Japanese
participants to apologize to the Chinese but when older participants kneel
down to express apology and when they bow deeply, they hesitate to go any
lighter. Both of these participants have an experience of kneeling at the
memorial service to go along with the other participants but regretted it
afterwards.

In an interview with a Korean woman in Japan, we thought about the
meaning of apology together. What is apology and who is it for? Further
discussion and exploration of apology in each culture is needed. When
apology happens, there is a pressure for forgiveness. In fact, at The House of
Sharing in Korea, there are comfort women who are obligated to give
forgiveness to the Japanese visitors who come and apologize. If Japanese
people apologize and feel healed as a result, the relationship may end there
even though it is the comfort women who continue to be in pain and this
issue needs continued interest from people. Is it more important that we
overcome the polarity of perpetrator and victim and to continue to have
awareness of these unresolved issues rather than acting out apology and
forgiveness among citizens? It is a question that keeps arising.

There are two places where apology is usually expressed in
Remembering Nanjing Workshop. One is when we listen to the survivors

and the other is when we conduct the memorial service. In 2011, some
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participants tried to kneel to express apology personally. The survivor
prevented the participants from going down on the floor and said, “You didn’
t do this. Young people please learn each other’s language and be good
friends.” I felt the survivor said this as if to save us from feeling bad. At the
memorial service, the stance of participation varies from consoling the
victim's spirit, prayer for peace, expression of grief and apology. However for
the young Japanese students, when they are being observed by the Chinese
participants and older participants are bowing deeply, it may be difficult to
express freely even though they are told to express their feelings however
they want to. We may need to continue discussing this, considering how
young participants feel, the meaning of apology for different cultures and
age groups. In 2013, we took these into consideration and asked the
participants to co-create the rituals. The ritual felt more free style this year
and I wonder how participants experienced it. I look forward to hearing the
voices of the participants.

I talked about the three themes. I think it is important for us to
continue to explore these themes that were stimulated in the workshop.
During this year's workshop, I witnessed a big generational gap. Up till now,
we have been exploring how we can apply Volkas’ method to China-Japan
problems and in other Asian context and I was in search of a form. But
perhaps what we need to do is for the participants to have a more
collaborative stance with the facilitator in co-creating the workshop. We
cannot have a recipe because the participant’s age and how they think and
feel about the history changes every time. So I imagine a facilitator is like a
chef and we bring different ingredients and co-create something unique
every time. I hope that one day Chinese and Japanese people will be able to
take on the role of the chef and facilitate workshops like this in future.

During this workshop I was more of a participant and learned so much.
I would like to thank, Kuniko Muramoto, Haruhiko Murakawa, Armand
Volkas, Zhang Lianhong, CuiCui Luo, Linging Tao and many other people
who have participated in making these gatherings possible. I truly

appreciate your effort.
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6-2 Cultural and National Identity and
Responsible Subjectivity

Haruhiko Murakawa (Kansai University)
1. Reviewing the past seven years

Since 2007, we have continued to apply the method of Healing the
Wounds of History (HWH), created by drama therapist Armand Volkas to
the issues of violence and war memories of East Asia. Recently the
relationship between Japan, China and Korea have become the worst since
World War II, due to territorial disputes and statements made by politicians
in regards to comfort women. Paez and Liu (2012), examining the effects of
collective memories of past disputes on current dispute processes by citing
Bar-Tal's argument as support, claimed “past disputes, especially those
collective memories filled with wartime emotions implant fear and distrust
in people making it practically impossible for negotiations aimed at a
coordinated solution.” He further maintained, “Collective memories
regarding past disputes are categorized and clearly distinguished between
internal and external groups, while prioritizing the internal groups.” The
following excerpt from Paez and Liu clearly expresses the effects of past

disputes reflected in the current state of affairs in Japan.
In every culture there is a tendency to glorify their wars and to forget

about the foreign victims. Society will remember the heroes and soldiers

from their own group while forgetting the crimes and evil acts they
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committed, which results in a repeated process of defining their own
members into victims and those opposing into perpetrators and
assailants. Thus, violence becomes interpreted as the correct method of
retaliation. Past social representations resulted in actively increasing
aggressive behaviors by justifying war and collective violence as a proper
and logical response to past attacks by others. This resulted in a vicious

cycle of mutually strengthening their sense of being victimized. (P.126)

It has been almost 70 years since the end of World War II, and in Japan
there have been numerous discussions in regards to the inheritance of
wartime experiences (Fukuma 2009) and the proper ways of taking wartime
responsibility (Kumagai 2009). There have also been specific peace education
movements focusing on violence and wartime subject matters to broader
peace education movements focusing on structural violence, intercultural
understanding, human rights, and environmental issues (Murakami 2009).
Despite this, wartime issues and memories in East Asia have created
extreme tension. In such a situation Paez and Liu claim that “the important
step to promote a peaceful settlement is to first stop the dehumanization of
opposing groups and to begin humanizing them by understanding their
pains.” However since 2007, what our project “Remembering Nanjing” has
been trying to accomplish with the help of Armand Volkas, is to create trust
and friendship between Japanese and Chinese people and using this as a
foundation to create a mutual understanding of history and a relationship
for the future (Murakawa 2012). Since 2011 we have received a research
grant for this project, and as we are in the final year of this grant, we are in
the process of summarizing and reviewing our past efforts and examining
our tasks for the future. As we are still in the process of examining the
detailed analysis of our data, I would like to present the results and future
tasks presented at the international meeting, which took place at Nanjing
Normal University in September 2013.

There are three major results that have been a product of the HWH

workshops focusing on East Asian issues, taking place in Kyoto and Nanjing.
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1) Sharing humanly sentiments:

In this HWH, we performed an exercise where participants expressed
their feelings after visiting The Memorial for compatriots killed in the
Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Forces of Aggression and listening to stories
told by survivors of the Nanjing Massacre. Subsequently, on the final day,
participants expressed their sympathy after offering condolences at the
Yanziji. Japanese and Chinese participants were able to share intimate
emotions and increase mutual understanding after expressing and sharing

their honest feelings of anger and grief about the tragic wartime realities.

2) Grasping history as a personal issue:

By overcoming the differences of Japanese and Chinese education and
using their shared sentiments as a foundation, participants were able to
perceive experiences of violence and victimization that they did not directly
take part in as a more personal emotional experience. Additionally, Japanese
participants who lack a mutual understanding of the wartime experiences
with the rest of East Asia due to postwar educational agendas, used wartime
experiences passed down through Japanese family relationships to grasp

the perception of wartime issues as a personal, current issue.

3) The importance of generational transmission:

It became apparent that the transmission of wartime experiences
differs not only between Japanese and Chinese social contexts, but also
within both societies. Especially as times changed, the generational gap
increased regarding the wartime experiences, and the importance of
transmitting experiences between generations became apparent for both the

Japanese and Chinese.
Through the responses and reflections of past participants and staff
members, the following tasks became apparent for the future.

1) Limited influence created by limited number of participants:
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For HWH, as a psychotherapy workshop, it is of utmost importance that
there is a safe and comfortable environment for the participants. For this
reason, we have limited the number of participants to between 20 and 40
every time. For a psychological workshop that targets a few members for an
extended period of 3-4 days, time and spatial limitations are great. For a
Japanese-Chinese relationship that is currently increasing in opposition,
the influences these small groups have are close to none.

2) The conflict between making a social impact and maintaining personal
privacy:

In order to overcome the issues presented by the limited participant
numbers, there is a need to spread social awareness through presentations
and publications of the experiences of those who attended HWH programs.
However, to release the contents of an experiential workshop would mean to
enter the realms of not only personal privacy, but those closely affiliated
with the individual, and is not an easy topic to resolve.

3) Cultural and National identity and the way of responsive subjectivity

HWH uses German and Jewish reconciliation as a model and bases its
psychological processes with the premise of the existence of the modern
Western ego. However in order to apply this to the reconciliation processes
in East Asia, there is a need for careful examination of the characteristics of
cultural self-awareness. There is especially a need to reexamine the way of
HWH, which sets its objective on guilt and apologies straining from an
identity based on the nation-state.

Especially the third task presented of “Cultural and National Identity
and the way of responsive subjectivity” is one, which is closely related to the
criticisms and problems raised by Oda (2012) towards the premises and
method of exercises of HWH. As such, I would like to examine this issue

further in this paper.

2. A dilemma between reinforcement of national identity and war
responsibility

One of the "HWH" premises Volkas (2012) suggested is "Historical
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trauma can also have negative effects on cultural or national identity and
self-esteem. Human beings are tribal in nature and have a need to feel good
about the tribe to which they belong." Based on this premise, HWH aims at
helping the participants aware of the positive side of cultural or national
identity and accordingly reinforcing such an identity. However, taking the
current conflict in the East Asian regions into consideration, this premise
may highlight the difficult point of HWH. Because, as Brewer (2012)
suggests, "identity, especially group identity or collective identity, plays an
important role to originate and maintain the conflicts among groups."
Moreover, "what is the worst is not the group identity itself, but rather a
simplified identity which reduces the complexity of individual attachments
and belongings to the simple distinction of we-they." The premise Volkas
takes may ask for the Japanese participants to accept actively "the Japanese
identity" as a responsible subject for the war perpetrator, which, though
aiming at transforming their identity positively, may be in danger of
reinforcing the collective identity which might be the origin of such
perpetrations.

Japanese participants in these workshops, who are second or third
generations and have no direct experiences of perpetrations, are encouraged
to take a further step in order to "feel good about the tribe to which they
belong," especially in accepting the collective responsibility as "Japanese"
who are listening to the stories of war victims. However, for a Japanese,
accepting an identity of "Japanese" brings about a problem to connect to the
collectivism, which was an origin of such perpetrations rather than finding
the positive side of their identification. This is because, in Japan, different
from Germany where the political system was interrupted between pre and
post war, some high government officers and politicians keep denying the
war responsibility. Avoiding such a dilemma and feeling positively towards
"Japan" we need to deny certain part of Japan and identify with arbitrarily
idealized "Japan" which is exactly what the historical revisionists have
done. Therefore, as the result of a HWH premise, reinforcement of

identification with Japanese, even if they are actively accepting the war
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responsibility, may reinforce the nationalism which is exactly the origin of

conflicts in East Asian region we are now facing.

Regarding this complex issue of "Japanese" identity and war
responsibility, in 1995 "After the lost war" by Norihiro Kato brought about
serious discussions on "Historical Subjectivity" (Abiko and others 2012)
Following those discussions, especially "Two Aspects of political
responsibility-collective responsibility and universal responsibility" by
Junichi Saito, we will examine this issue.

What Saito viewed as the most serious problem was the deflection of
attention. He first pointed out that those war victims (i.e., comfort women
and Nanjing massacre) have been put into a position of "obscurity", in terms
of Ardent, over a half century, and such a course of time was as important as
the time itself such violence was originally conducted. Then he stated "what
put them into that position of "obscurity" for a half century was the lack of
willingness to listen to the voices of those victims, which was caused by the
absence of attention, rather than forgetfulness or forgetfulness of
forgetfulness." In order to correct this deflection of attention, Saito proposed
that we should accept not only the collective responsibility but also the

universal responsibility. He explained this in the following:

In the recent discussions on the war responsibility, some people
emphasize the establishment of the subjectivity, which can take the
collective responsibility, and the collective identity of "Japanese."
However, I am wondering if such a position can respond to a claim by
others who request the reformation of "attention on the nation." I think
that we are asked for not only taking the collective responsibility but
also the universal responsibility which requires the de-collectivization
of attention." (Saito 2012, P.79)

As Saito pointed out, this attitude of focusing the attention inwardly on

nation/citizen (of Japan) has been in common among the discussions on war
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responsibility after the war; this is shared by not only an obscure "national
confession of Japanese war guilt" but also after war democracy, exemplified
by Masao Maruyama who aimed at reflection on and overcoming the pre-
war ultra-nationalism by driving the Japanese citizens to establish the
active responsive subjectivity. What Saito claims as the problem here is that
focusing on "Japanese" lead to the elimination of "others" even if their
intention was establishing the subject who can take war responsibility. In
sum, all the discussions on war responsibility after the war have the same
"structure of monologue by the citizen subject with inward attention" in that
"they emphasize the active self-establishment towards responsive subject,
and do not put themselves in the passive position in which they are
questioned and called by the national others."

In an exercise of this HWH, the participants are encouraged to state, "I
am a Japanese and I feel...." or "I am a Chinese and I feel..." in front of the
group members. In this exercise, I am regarded as a "Japanese" not as an
individual, i.e., Haruhiko Murakawa, by Chinese participants. Although the
purpose of this exercise is good in "recognizing and deconstructing cultural
or national identity" (Volkas 2012), but some participants may feel "the
obvious violence forced on me, if others one-sidedly bind me in a category
without considering my personal behaviors or opinions." (Saito 2012 p.88)

On the other hand, if I was listening to survivors whose family was
killed by Japanese soldiers, I cannot reject one-sidedly being called as
Japanese. As Saito suggests, "In a relationship between me and others who
call me "Japanese" my rejection of the calling by others results in stronger
violence than by others. Saito furthermore points out that “in the
relationship (in which Japan invaded China and killed numerous Chinese
during the Asia-Pacific War) if we reject the calling by others, it means the
reject of making the relationship with those others. That is, such a rejection
inevitably reinforces the existing relationship in which I am forced to be
categorized into Japanese." (p.88)

This "asymmetry of relationship" between Japan and China (or other

Asian Nations) is historical in nature and if we reject "the fact that we
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ourselves have already lived such a relationship which we succeed to the
historical relationship from the previous generations who have engraved
numerous injustice and therefore we post war generation should take
collective responsibility (p.89)," then that brings about the violence to reject
our current relationship.

Based on such an examination, however, Saito also emphasizes that
even if others call us as "Japanese," it does not have to be tied to defining
myself as "a Japanese." He claims, "When others call us "Japanese," what
they call is not our citizenship or belonging to the nation itself but this very
historical relationship with the victims." The reason that we should accept
the calling for "Japanese" is that "it is a start of re-engagement with others
who call, but not that we with an identity of a group of perpetrator face with
a group of victims." (p.90) What is significant is "to identify the issues
between me and others, not the collective subjectivity." Saito further
suggests that the asymmetry of historical relationship which is a basis of
such calling should not be fixed as it is, but should be an opportunity to

make new narratives both for others and me. He explains this as:

Although we require ourselves to acknowledge that it is fundamentally
impossible to be in the place of someone else, these sorts of differences
in historical experiences does not get in the way of forming a mutual
understanding and memory that is neither explicitly ours nor theirs. If
anything, people should not hold the past of their country as something
exclusive, but rather exchange their narratives as experiences that
resulted in similar emotions but were experienced in different ways, in
order to create a mutual historical understanding and memory that

crosses national borders. (p.91)

In order to realize the possibility of such narratives, there is a need to
think about the “universal responsibility” (Ardent 1994), which distinguishes
itself from the “collective responsibility” presented by “the questions posed

by a certain individual who has a specific historical relationship”. This is
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because “ (in ways not limited to the Nanjing Massacre and comfort women)
Our current life is built upon the injustices of the past that are passed down,
and having our lives shaped by these injustices which we do not even
remember ourselves is in itself an injustice which we live with everyday. The
fact that we do not tangibly know of these past injustices, or know of them
only in very specific ways, creates our lives and our current lifestyles and
regulates our distorted relationships with others” (p. 95-96). By realizing
this and expanding our attention from specific citizens and nations to the
world and humanity, or even to life in general is a way to form the viewpoint

of universal responsibility.

Both “personal responsibility” and “collective responsibility” do not
necessarily result in “universal consideration”. Universal responsibility
requires a consideration to not create an area of “obscurity” where we
dismiss things as none of our concern, and an attention to not leave
someone as a “lost cause”. This is “universal” in the sense that we do not

chain our attention into a closed system. (Saito 2012, p.94)

The reason that Saito switches his focus from collective responsibility to
universal responsibility is not to look away from collective responsibility but
because, “it seems as though much of the discourse on the importance of
taking collective responsibility is focused not on others but more on
reproducing the concerns that ‘we’ align ourselves with” (p.96-97). When war
victims refer to us as “Japanese”, the reason we respond is not to “regain our
pride and honor as ‘Japanese”. Rather, we respond in order to, “Constitute
trust through keeping our eyes open to the hardships of the non-Japanese
people’.” Furthermore, we use this trust as a basis for finding a way to
accomplish universal responsibilities with people living in the same
generation. Although it would usually be impossible to talk about universal
responsibilities without talking about collective responsibilities, if we, who
have no personal responsibilities for actions taken before we were born, are

stuck in the boundaries of collective responsibilities without a viewpoint on
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universal responsibilities, we end up limiting our attention to the
boundaries of nation states. When this happens, “the ghosts of past violence’
— such as racism, colonialism, and sexism — wander without regards to
national borders and the ties between perpetrators and a nation, which is at
the basis of collective responsibility ceases to exist. Thus, the boundary
between victims and perpetrators and the boundary between two nations is
not always consistent” (p.96), and by introducing the viewpoint of universal
responsibilities, it is possible to evade the dangers of narcissistic

introversion caused by limiting our attention to nation-states.
3. Towards the future:

What is important is not to fix our identity on "Japanese" who plays an
active agent fulfilling one's responsibility, but rather to take an attitude to
fulfill the collective responsibility by facing the others and responding to the
calling from them. This might lead to the proposal of Brewer (2012) in which
recognizing the complexity of identity is an effective way to resolute the

conflicts and showed the citation from Maalouf as follows:

On the other hand, if we regard our identity as consists of various
aspects of attachment, we can see that some aspect might relate to the
past of our nation but others might not. If we realize that some aspect is
related to the religious tradition but others not, that person may get
into the different relationship with other people, or even his/her own
"peers". Then, the issue of differentiating "them" from "us" does not
exist anymore....I might realize that while those who belong to "us" do
not share anything in common with me, I might feel very intimate with
some people on "their" sides. (Maalouf 2003, citing in Brewer 2012
p.145)

From 2009 to 2013, we have organized workshops both in Kyoto and
Nanjing. The participants of these workshops reported that after the

workshop, some "social solidarity" based on the intimate feeling with others-
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group as Maalouf suggested had spontaneously emerged. Feeling such
"solidarity" may dismantle "the primacy of in-group" by making ambiguous
"the categorization and distinction between in-group and out-group," and in
turn may lead to rewriting the "collective memory of past conflicts." (I
should emphasize here that this totally owes to the deep presence and
professional skills of Armand Volkas. Without the safe space he created,
Japanese and Chinese participants could not have expressed the deep
emotions nor established the trust to each other.)

From 2014, we will proceed to examine the results and issues of these
workshops and verify the premises and exercises of HWH. Taking the theme
of collective responsibility and universal responsibility I discussed here, we
will make more effort to establish the new framework for the experiential
based peace education method in which we hope that both Chinese and
Japanese participants can make some contribution to change this most

critical situation after the WWII in the East Asian region.

7-1 [EEA#BWEZ 9 2013] (&ML T
R IE (GLAviERS:)

ROWMBITHFIR A2 EEBE LTV F T, 20 Lot ThrHEED
2o LRI L CHMEFE L. DOAANEMEIIREENS LS ZEE
RIBEREOTERER L T uE, faMEICHERTLZ. TTOT,
HAYE~OBOIEE . BROEIITTFEHERICSM LTV E Lz SR
KB DEF)TT . TOMRIET, £ RIEFRIRDOERIG % ik 5L
e SADHY F L IHREMOREICESMEZORKE L LTI TE 2%
ZEZTWIHATL, ZOZED45HADTOEY I F =B~ & FA% BRE)
L72EK T,

SOHICHADWIGEE BB L FEENEIIWCELR) T3, RoOBOIE TRARD
O] TYo TLTHIIRE. FAAT A v 7 - NAF L VA, T-ELRHEH

261



BHANDJEFE, NTARA Y MR EOMEZRFRDRAATVE T, TONG L FEK
TLAFTVBE I Lid, BHEIED I BADOAEGOFFEIE TS TSR 24
AMELHESIT TV 2 ETT, FICHEoRIIE LT AR 2 E D
Tl e, HELROLOBIMLAZTETT, Yo rF—LTh, AL
ELTH, BREMHAME LTH, 2 LB HARORELDIMED S LT
b, EES LV ZIEIMEOMICHEMT L2 2 HGOMNBME2S, A
RRABMRICBIT 2RI O EREHARICBIT 2R E TOESHREEDOREN
OMILEE 2 LIRS 5 2 L ICEELBOEDH ) T3,

T2, ROMAEEZ EBLT, BEOL2ORT EMEOFETEOIHIZON
T BEEEBALMB I L E, ZOBRENTHHICHTOIED &0 TEHT
ETCVWLRVWBAEZEZLDDLLTOEBVDHELDT, ZOZLOHEDZD
WCHERELEEEZRT LR RELTALI DR ZE BT Ah s T
T

SROBME EBLTHRIZER 722 21d, B - AfEAHILFERIZOWT
AR A AR CHEIC Y MEZ L OEEMET L2, PETHARER DAL E
MRS 2 2 AL ORFEEDOE L BRAARZEEL-DOTT, HOKE
72O BOMIIEROWFHEL -5 T, ZOHKLLIRIEET
HoTHROZ L ZM/L TVWEHEDTT, TOBFRIIFAHIITTL /o —N
MEDH D 5 AR PEEGY»H SN TVE T, KL OEHOT 5
WCHEOFHFEEEZ L2 S 2B A HIEGFIERERCESFDZ L L1135
WILTHEITLTVE T, SHICHAULEZFOHEOEH-H L LT
WET, VWERLERFZEFICHEIREEL TV E T, ZhEiE iz
WVBIRDIRR S Y. Bk DD 9. ORI FITHAFER HARIC
BLZEDOEBNEINTVDE I L ZEIEL T Lz, ICRMEEEDH L 2 LA
Il by F L

<. AROEETEOEREZIT T, BRRWFLELOZ LIZONT
O LETR L TVWET, TIRERLEWEEZNM L TAEEZTVWEE VR
T, L2LRFEOMEKFOREIZZTITwEST, 0L ZOEI IR
O EEBLT, ZOENETRESOBRACORZEOMMANSTE S Z &34
THLOPIZOVTHEIEON I F— ARV E L

CHLIBKRTEZ-ZLIX, BHWMTHHLHEDHICTELZILDODKREESTL
2o TNREEEOLOEENLVWHIZ L TY, ZOMOEIF—IIBMTHZ

262



5 101

LRLBEAAZO—RTHH Y T BELIPERNW 2 AROEH~D
TA=FNY 7 TF, LML OTTHEVWEHIICLTT 7Tu—F9 5 LEN
BHERWTE L7z, HLLETO<HAESZRIIIL T ZEZEML, BER
RRFRHELE VI BELDOLPY HE LRLTHEITREZLTY, &<
2 MBI OEBRPIMEZRKEEZ LTWLIDT, 20T ELEDELY)DOTI%E
FTREZLIZDWTHUNH Y T L7z BARICEBEUSEY 2 v F— B8N0
BEIZBWTIDOTREZTREZL VW) ZETY, Bh2bi3EMETLE, H
KOMEFTH DL IZRBOLNIH ) 5, ORI ~OBEBATE TV
ZVWOTHAD TEIZLVDOTY, HEDBEI~ORR LA DRI DOEH
BERY)FEFT, Vv —0RNERUEOD D Lk & BT & AR & ABE
WCESTOHLEROD LM MADHEE L LHETELILIZETHIHEHRTL
72

7-2 & [ EIZER 2013
T E GLAEAS)

P SBF 2 Prid g, BTSSR PR BRI 28 . AR T 1 R v
LT RS R B A PR BT A 2 il FEAR AR, DR LS A 2 SR R DR
[ RO ENE ) I U 5 by B & | P ek | o 28 D 3 ot U BUR S AP TS S A
R 2 518 R KSR AR  HL,  thINAR B H 7 — BAE AR e bl i
FHNEE, AT PIREAEEA 4 . X RIS I i T2
(k45 S A o

HFHIFHIOWTT, #E, LM E O MR R, EEH [ AR
WHotlo BRULZANBOE A L PEARR, KIER T, XFILE B HE AN ESR,
EEINEH IR R . FERTFEM S rp R STE R, AT R UE I T n 5 71 A
BINKE R, TR E S BRI R Rl Xt BvE R 2y, JEE ot
AN#ES], WA SRR BA IR VR AT AR MR, A, Bk i,
A O H A g S A B R, S EC TR AR T D R B BRGE AL, A
MANBRIANRATRS, BIEFKRKXRPRRET, CREZHESULMAE

263



I 5RHK -

I, A NI RS, X7 S & AN E SR B R, # T
fid 2%, TS R RSB SUELZIE, IR AR PO 1 R A
TR XSS, BN T HREIE — i, AZEE RSN S, 0 SR LR
REAFE A

SRS, BE - A B R 7 2 LB S8 e, ALK
HEZME, §T TRAMENR . thER ) BIE 2 5] B A H A SR
AT, BRI T 2. RSN R R B
AR AT P05 6 2 SRS B A 2R PG, X 5 AR 9 SO K 2 ERIL LS
75 H A B A2 i i, BATASA L BB AR NG, HE )
TIHBUIR e A LRSS P1 SR AN, B oo AT . I HERH A
VAR TP EERARARS . ECLRAMAT QEIMERZER. S
BEARX LA K BUA RO, BRI URA A S . I X A2, X HIEMHA
SACAEA PR R IR AR IR O 2 5 HL A BIDRR A 8k, BT B 7 HEAR A 56
o

SR, HARER AOTZFEMRK R T, )4, TTEge
AKats, AT LU R AE [ K 5K URAN N &5, (HR RS2/ 2 G A AR A 1 R
R FEALAE A (1 50 SEARMFRATEINE A, 0077 MF R AT Ak A B
ARG T BATZ LA 4

XA B A N BOM R AEM, R B E T RAREEE. HRSINIX
FERFASMAZER 3, L2AKCKBURE S SRS B AFRZ A |
REFFAREACIK LSRN 25 b A1], MRS LR IhR. MO EAL L <BlfE>
R WA SIS TUERE BRI TR BRI REAT A . R
AT B B 0 ) SEBAIN T 2 B R AR S5 A R 18 . BRI N ZAE 5
PEVEANER I BRI LR DR LA . HARIINEAT K2 2 A UTBk
BEAT, BOSAREEAAE SR, A NAELUE] . AR il 2 ) Al R 5 4>
NEMET A R XK, BERAREA B 2, IRTIEZ
PRSI R TR T AR B, TUE, MR, BRI

264



2 101 #6
7-3 “Remembering Nanjing 2013” Participant’s Report

Tadashi Nakamura Ritsumeikan University

Both my parents have experienced war as children. I have often heard
war stories from my grandparents. When I was young, a downside of rapid
economic growth such as environmental pollution became apparent. I had a
strong interest in social change issues, and as a high school student, I
participated in the peace movement, especially the anti-nuclear weapons
movement. During my participation I had many opportunities to learn about
the overall picture of World War II. During those days, and as a descendent
of the war perpetrators, I thought very hard about what I could do to
contribute to peace. These are some of the reasons why I decided to
participate in this seminar for the first time.

My research and my work as an educator also influenced my
participation. My interest is in interpersonal violence, which includes
clinical work with perpetrators of sexual offence, domestic violence, child
and elderly abuse, and harassment. What I try to keep in mind in my
research and clinical practice is not to distill violence to the individual
personality traits but to relate violence to social issues. When attempting to
place male violence within a larger social context, violence within the larger
societal system becomes visible. I realize that I am placed in a potential
perpetrators’ position sexually, generationally, occupationally, historically
and geopolitically. From this standpoint of a Japanese man, I am interested
in understanding the inter-relatedness of all forms of violence that occurs on
all levels, from personal, interpersonal to international.

In addition, I think it is very important for me to have the opportunity
to experientially learn and to understand through my own personal history,
the responsibility of violence and perpetration within history. I have a
responsibility as a person living in the present where past history and the
issues of responsibility remains unresolved.

Participating in the seminar made me realize again the importance of
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continuing to work at reparation, reconciliation and mutual understanding
over many generations. I saw the enthusiasm as well as the difficulties of
University students willing to study Japanese and Japanese culture in
China. Grandparents of these young students are the generations with
direct war experience. The grandchildren of these people are studying
Japanese, a language from a country that invaded them. Behind this
phenomenon is a force of rapid globalization. Japanese life is filled with
made-in-China products. When looking at inexpensive products, I cannot
help but think of working conditions in China. This economic inter-
dependency is growing on a whole different dimension from war and history.
There are also many Chinese people who like Japanese culture. Culture and
economy are rapidly and mutually infiltrating. In contrast, there is coldness
and tension in our political situation. I was able to grasp that young Chinese
people who are interested in Japanese language and culture are placed
within this paradox, as well as the fact that there are intergenerational
issues.

On the other hand, in general, young Japanese people in the face of this
tension seem to be forming growing disinterests in history of war and
responsibility. Perhaps we could even say that they live avoiding tension
and conflict. However, they still benefit from the interdependency of our
economies. In this seminar, facing the situations that these young people are
in, I had to think very hard about what we, as people in 50’s, can do as
mediators for the younger generations.

I realized that there is a lot I can do as an educator and the important
role that education plays in this issue. Attending seminars like this is part
of these educational efforts but giving feedback to young Japanese people
with prevailing disinterests could be another. Of course we need to be crafty
in approaching them non-imposingly. It is important to originate the
discussion in the current issues, and to educate about the connection
between the current and the past that includes history, war and
responsibility. Because I practice non-violence and clinical work with

perpetrators, there are many overlapping issues and things that I would
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like to exercise. In particular, when working with the theme of male
sexuality and violence, I would like to use the inspiration gained from this
seminar. These soldiers were men. Much of the acts of perpetration in Japan
lie in silence. Our society cannot look straight into the eyes of violence and
therefore individuals have difficulty doing so. Clinical work for the purpose
of creating nonviolence in society has much to do with looking into personal
violence. For me looking at gender violence and masculine / male sexuality
throughout this seminar gave me a useful standpoint in tackling the issues

of war, responsibility, reconciliation and reparation.
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