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The Effect of the Visualization Tool for Saiban-in's Understanding of

Statements in Criminal Cases

YAMADA Saki, and SATO Tatsuya

(Japan Society for the Promotion of Science/Graduate School of Letters,
Ritsumeikan University/College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

In Japan, the jury system, the Saiban-in trial system, was introduced in May, 2009. Under

this system, the lay judges chosen from the citizen participate in some types of criminal cases

with professional judges. When lay judges try incidents in which two or more defendants are

prosecuted, and incidents in which defendants deny their charges, it would be expected for it to be
difficult for lay judges to understand defendants' statement. Yamada (2009) developed the KTH

CUBE system which visualizes the statements in three dimensions. The present research considered

the effect of KTH by comparing both the understanding and the judgment to an incident when

statements were presented in different reference medium of statements (paper, video, and KTH

condition) in a mock jury case. It turned out that the effect of KTH was not seen when lay judges

referred to KTH by themselves without explanation. This shows that it is necessary to consider and

explore effective methods of presenting KTH.
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