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Interruption médical de la grossesse (IMG), "Interruption of Pregnancy

for Medical Reasons,' and the Techniques of Artificial Stillborn in

Contemporary France

YAMAMOTO Yumiko

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

This paper investigates Interruption médical de la grossesse (IMG), "interruption of pregnancy

for medical reasons," in contemporary France. The French law allows IMG to be performed for

medical cause anytime during pregnancy with the approval of two doctors. The condition of fetus

can be used as a reason for IMG, too. This paper discusses the ethical problems of allowing the

condition of performing IMG after 22 weeks pregnant. First, this paper analyzes medical books,

medical journals and the statistics of Agence de la biomédecine (the Bio—medicine Agency) to

find out the process of medical decision making for IMG. Then, this paper positions the medical

techniques applied for mother and fetus in the IMG as the techniques of "stillborn" and clarifies its

actual situation. Finally, this paper discusses how to justify the realization of fetal death when the

fetus is living inside of the mother's uterus and the fetus can survive outside of the mother's uterus.

Key Words : Interruption médical de la grossesse (IMG), medical techniques, delivery,

second and third trimester, stillborn
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