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Raising the Question of “the Situation as Housewives by Women Concerned in
the 1970s: From a Record of a Seminar at Tokyo Kunitachi City Public Hall

MURAKAMI Kiyoshi

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

“The situation as housewives” is a key term developed in the 1970s in Japan to critically grasp
the political meaning and function of women’s position as housewives. The purpose of this study is
to investigate how the concept was initially raised and how it evolved, using the research
framework of contemporary history. The main research material is the record of a seminar for
housewives held in Tokyo Kunitachi City Public Hall in 1971-72. In this seminar, the participants
pointed out and discussed the problems they experienced as housewives. The impact of being a
housewife was strongly expressed in the opinions and reactions of the discussion participants. The
aim of the seminar was to mutually identify and acknowledge the current condition of housewives.
The attempt succeeded. Together the participants were able to confirm the problems they faced
individually as housewives. although some began to doubt their identity as a housewife, and also to
universalize these problems to questions faced by all women. Thus, the concept of “the situation as
housewives” later came to be used in the theory of liberating women. Also, other housewives were

later inspired by the concept and used it to participate in the Women's Liberation movement.
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