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How do Children Play without Adults?

- Analyses of Sand-play in a Room -

SHIBUYA Tkuko'’, YASUMATSU Azusa'’, KOMORI Nobuko?’, TAKATA Kaoru®’,
TAKAGI Kazuko®’

(Graduate School of Letters, Ritsumeikan University "’ / Graduate School of Letters,
Kyoto University2> / Department of Human Sciences, Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin UniversityS)

/ Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University*’)

Collective monologue is known as a speech without a listener, observed on parallel play in
children. The purposes of this study were to grasp the features of collective monologue and
investigate how it contributed to cooperative play. We examined how children share pretend play
without adults, through observation of infants (3-6-year-old) sand-play in a room. First, according
to the analysis of expressions of pretend play, younger children uttered them more frequently than
older ones. In addition, the expressions in pretend play were classified into two categories; collective
monologue speech and plot-suggestion speech. Younger children often used collective monologue
speech, while older ones used plot-suggestion speech. Secondly, in order to find out how infants
received the expressions in pretend play, we had 2 cases in point from each age group. When
someone’s collective monologue was responded by other children, parallel play seemed to transform
into cooperative one. Thus, collective monologue may be spoken not only as a language for thought
but also as a language for communication.

Key words : collective monologue, cooperative play, pretend play
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