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Volunteering, Nonprofits and Social Capital : Beyond the Putnam

SAKURAI Masanari

(Volunteer Center, Ritsumeikan University)

This paper examined social capital theory propounded by Putnam (1993). Putnam assumed that
civic organizations play an important role in developing social capital. Nevertheless, he do not
present factual evidence that relationship between social capital and volunteering for nonprofit
organizations. He also insisted that social capital has been declining because the number of
membership in civic organizations declined in the United States. However, Volunteering for
nonprofit organizations actually do not declined but transformed. Could volunteering for nonprofit
organizations be an alternative source of social capital formation?

According to a recent studies findings, these suggests that some types of nonprofits add more to
stocks of social capital than others and that they vary in the types of social capital they reproduce.
social capital remain to be promoted by volunteering for nonprofits, although that is only a limited
effect. It is emphasized that bridging social capital, that is important for making good civil society
more than bonding social capital, is reproduced by the relationship in variety people, when they

engage in work in civic organizations.
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