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The Effects of Camera and Light Angles on the Impression of Neutral Faces

ODA Masaomi
(College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

We are dimly aware that the facial expression recognition is influenced by camera angles and

light angles. Although several studies have investigated each factor of them, little research

considered the effects of camera and light directions simultaneously. In this paper, rating

experiment was conducted for the neutral faces of photograph that were changed in horizontal and

vertical angles of cameras and lights. The participants rated the strength of expressions appeared

on the neutral faces about 6 basic emotions. Total rating index was defined as the whole sum of the

values that was supposed to be an indicator of the total effects. From the analysis of the indexes,

the camera angles had a larger effect than the light angles. However, the analysis for each term

indicated that camera and light angles had different effects on the strength of recognized facial

expressions.
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