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Distinction of Technique and Decency when Studying Children in the Field

MIZUKI Shodo

(The Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

This study examines techniques in fieldwork-research based on issues arising in communication

between field researchers and research objectives in a case study observing school children on a

road. Techniques are examined for resolving or avoiding problems. The main issues are as follows:

(D how fieldworkers take part in a children’s group and their play-culture in spite of their adult

sense of values; @ children’s pleasures and dislikes with the fieldwork because of showing

favoritism to some children in their behavior and communication and; @ how fieldwork-researchers

retreat from the fieldwork and children’s groups without having a negative emotional impact on

the children. The findings of this study indicate that fieldwork-methodology should be based on

new concepts and new techniques of social behavior and communication.
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