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The Misinformation Effect in Recognition Memory and Source Monitoring

HOSHINO Yuji
(College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

Two experiments investigated misinformation effects on visual memory. After presentation of a
list of pictures, subjects were exposed to questions that included misleading information.
Subsequently, a recognition memory test and a source memory test were conducted to assess
subjects’ memory for the pictures. It is well-known that although the subjects falsely recognize the
misleading information as having been seen in the pictures, they are able to attribute the source of
memory for the misleading information to the presentation of the questions. The purpose of this
study was to examine the misinformation effect in a source monitoring test preceded by a
recognition memory test. Results showed that subjects who misled by the misinformation in the
recognition memory test could resume their memory for the original pictures in the following

source monitoring test.

Key words : misinformation effects, source monitoring, recognition memory, visual memory,
eyewitness memory
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