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The Comparison with Children’s Evaluations of a Temporary School Route
and a Refurbished Route.

MIZUKI Shodo

(Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

This study compares children’s evaluations of a temporary school route and a refurbished route.
I walked along school routes, following and with the school children, in order to identify the
differences in their behavior between walking along a temporary school route during the
refurbishment period and along the refurbished route. The group of children preferred the school
route, which had a variety of environmental experiences, compared to the route that had poor
environmental experiences. The children did not give tangible reasons for their preference of school
routes but had clear emotional responses. This study points out the importance of constituting
physical and social environmental design for children’s emotional well-being. Even if a road is
refurbished to improve road safety, the safety for children is not accomplished without taking into

account children’s own assessment of the road.
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