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Building a Family Relationship without Blood Relations:
The Story of a Woman Who Adopted a Child after an Artificial

Insemination with Donor Sperm (AID) Trial

YASUDA Yuko

Given that the parent-child relationship is not always based on genetic relatedness, the process

used to build the relationship is important. Artificial insemination by donor (AID) is a treatment

in which infertile couples use donated sperm to overcome male infertility. In AID, the donor’s

name is kept secret, to protect his anonymity and maintain familial happiness. However, keeping

such a secret can affect the social recognition that is normal for parents and children related by

birth. Moreover, it affirms the difficulties experienced by those who are not related by birth. This

also applies to individuals who try to develop a parent-child relationship via adoption. In this study,

I interviewed a woman who had adopted a child after an AID trial, to try to comprehend her

experiences regarding the social recognition that is usually accorded to parents and children

related genetically.

Key words : family relations without blood relations, artificial insemination with donor sperm,

adopted children, social recognition considering blood relations in a family as normal,

children’s rights to know their birthplaces
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