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A Pilot Study for Exploring the Processes of Cooperation in Preschoolers’ Play:

Possibilities of Observing Group Sand Play

SHIBATA Naomine

The purpose of this pilot study was to explore factors in causing children’s cooperative play.
Preschool children’s groups aged 3- to 6-year-olds participated in free play at a sand-pile. The
observations of their play showed as follows.

Many utterances which messages were sent to no particular receiver were observed when
children initiated the play and changed the theme of play. The receivers of those messages glanced
at the sender and informed them of reception in 3- and 4-year-olds groups. This behavior suggests
the importance of receiver in forming cooperative play. In 5- and 6-year-olds groups, receivers didn’t
inform senders of reception, but they shared the theme of make-believe. It was considered that
group members in 5- and 6-year-olds have implicit agreement that a message ought to be received
even though the receiver wasn’t explicit.

In addition, it was suggested that sand play was appropriate situation for observing children’s
interaction, and quantitative analysis to whom the message was sent was useful to understand the
begining of cooperative play.

Key words : parallel play, cooperative play, communication, message sent to no particular
receiver, sand play,
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