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Diversification of School Refusal and the Support-Network

On “Parent Groups”

KASUGAI Toshiyuki

Nowadays, when children refuse to go to school it is considered as a crisis in adolescence that
includes developmental issues such as deficiencies of boyhood and girlhood, psychological
independence from parents, and formation of friendships. The conditions of those who refuse to go
to school seem to be diverse and complex; some involve neurosis, others are related to juvenile

delinquency, behavioral disorder, abuse, and slight developmental challenges. Consequently,

intervention at school has been recognized.

This paper introduces the practice of “parent groups” as an example of support network to those

children. Through the interaction in the self-help groups, the parents and teachers have struggled to
find ways to understand and communicate with them. Accordingly, the effort has led to support
children in terms of social independence including determining their future courses.

Key words 0 school refusal, diversification/complication, parents groups, support network,

future course choices
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