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Parenting as processes of collabolative problem solving: young mothers get

involved in human relationships when they depend on others.

TAKATA Kaoru

We investigated how mothers with young children come to have relationships with others during
parenting. In Study 1, 91 mothers answered questionnaires, who joined in 5 small groups in Kyoto

which mothers and young children had activities together (called ‘ikuji-circle’ in Japanese). They
were asked what troubled them, whom they depended on and with whom associated in infancy of
their children. Results showed that what mothers were troubled with their children and

relationships of mothers changed before and after children began to walk.
In Study 2, 49 mothers of a day care center of children in Kyoto city answered how to solve the
problem in the day care center. Results indicated that some mothers solved the problem by talking

to other mothers or staffs of the day care center.

The two studies suggested first that depending on others led mothers with young children to
human relationships when they had something troubled with children. Second, collaboration with

mothers possibly took place by solving problems together.

Key words O parenting, human relationships, collaboration
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