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The aporia of care

— A theoretical genealogy of care —

SAITO Mao

This paper is a preliminary study of the concept of “care”. In the first section, | examine the
theoretical construction of “care”, by examining the debates about the ethics of care and the ethics

of justice. Furthermore, | examine the aporia of “care” in the historical context of capitalism and
“emotional labor”, as well as the welfare state and the idea of “belonging.” On the basis of this
analysis, | offer a new perspective of the concept of “care” that sees “care” as a spectrum.
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