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The differential fan effects in recognition memory:

Interference or mental models

HOSHINO Yuji

The fan effect is the finding of greater interference with an increased number of competing
associations in a within-subjects mixed-list recognition memory test (Anderson, 1974). Radvansky
(1999a) argued that as long as facts can be integrated into a single mental model, subjects show no

increase in retrieval time as the number of competing associations increases. Using a fan effect

paradigm, three experiments tested whether or not mental models would affect fact retrieval.

Retrieval processes based on mental model organization were confirmed.

Key words [0 recognition memory, fan effects, interference, retrieval, mental models
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