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The Religious View of Nishida’s Last Years

YAMASHITA Hidetomo

The subject assigned to me in this paper is about the relation of the thought of Nishida Kitaro and
Shinran(1173-1262). Although Nishida had a keen interest in Shinran’s thought since his youth, he
had not argued Shinran as main theme until his last years. When he got the idea of “reverse
correspondence”, he had firm belief to be able to argue Shinran’s thought.

However, even in “The logic of place and a religious view of the world” which is the last important

paper, he does not focus his attention on Shinran. Rather, in this paper he is aiming at building the

universal logic of religion in general containing Christianity and Buddhism.

In this paper, using “The logic of place and a religious view of the world” as a text, | argued the

main themes in the final religious thought of Nishida, and in connection with them Shinran’s thought

was also taken up. The main concepts with which | argued are as follows. Namely, self, sadness and

death, absolute God, the inverse polarity(C O O ), the standpoint of religiously everyday(d O O).

Key words O sadness and death, inverse polarity, the standpoint of religiously everyday
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