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Presentation of a probabilistic cue in a two-alternative prediction task:
Participants’ cue usage and effect of cues on participants’ predictions

HATANO Tomomi and HOSHINO Yuji

Two experiments were conducted to reveal usage of a probabilistic cue in a two-alternative
prediction task in which participants predicted which of two possible outcomes would occur;
participants received 10 points if their prediction was correct. The cues differed in the accuracy
of their forecast (20%, 50%, and 80%) and in cost (0, 2, and 8). In Experiment 1, 19 undergraduate
participants were not informed of the degree of accuracy of the cue. In Experiment 2, 10
undergraduate participants were informed of the degree of accuracy of the cue. In a forced-use
condition in both experiments, the participants were required to see the cue's forecast before
they made their own prediction. In a choice condition in both experiments, the participants were
asked to decide whether or not they saw the cue’s forecast. In the choice condition in
Experiments 1 and 2, the participants frequently chose to see the cue’s forecast. In both conditions in
Experiments 1 and 2, the participants’ predictions tended to conform to the cue’s forecast. The
causes of the high rate of the participants’ conforming their prediction to the cue’s forecast when
its cost was high, and of their choosing to see the forecast of a 50% accuracy cue were examined.

Key words O decision making, uncertainty, prediction, probabilistic cues, heuristics
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