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Introduction

Remembering Nanjing 2009: Trans-generational Transmission of Historical
Trauma and Attempts for Reconciliation with Healing the Wounds of History was
held between October 7th and October 10th, 2009. The success of the event depends
on the understanding and cooperation of the many people involved. To actualize
this project, inviting Armand Volkas to Nanjing to facilitate the work between the
Chinese and Japanese youths, was a long journey.

In the past, I have organized and started many projects as attempts to resolve
social issues from a psychotherapist’s stand point. Actualization of projects takes not
only the will and efforts of one person but of many. The collective will and efforts
then becomes a movement, like the swell of a wave, and it starts to have a social
impact. Once the process of this movement begins, many mysterious coincidences
start to happen. Then we just have to go with the flow. This project had this natural
flow and I believe it will continue to do so.

I will refrain from talking about the detail of our project here, since it will be
described in the reports that follow. I will say though that I felt a great hope as I
watched the Chinese and the Japanese students holding each other’s hand, praying

and commemorating together at the memorial. I then pledged to spend the rest of
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my life for our future generations. Described in the reports are what occurred on
the front stage of our event, so to speak. On back stage, there were also many other
personal dialogues and interactions among the participants. These interactions took
place at our daily lunch tables, dinners, and fun-night-outs. Some participants also
willingly joined the facilitators in nightly program evaluations. Because of our time
constraints for this publication, the purpose of this booklet is mainly to report about
the seminar. We have many hours of audio and visual recordings of the program as
well as journals and reflections written by the participants. We are about to begin
analyzing the data and evaluating the program for future considerations.

The current project was made possible by Ritsumeikan University Grant for
International Publications and Research Meetings. The publication of our reports
was made possible by Ritsumeikan University Institute of Applied Human Science
Open Research Center Project for Private Universities: matching fund subsidy from
MEXT. I would like to thank my colleagues who supported and made this project
possible by preparing the ground, Armand Volkas and Aya Kasai for facilitating the
seminar with me, and Lianhong Zhang (Nanjing Normal University) for his partner-
ship and collaboration, Cuicui Luo (Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics) for her wonderful interpreting and warm care she provided us during our
gathering, Hong Fu (Nanjing Normal University), Xiaming Yang (Jiangsu School
of Administration), and Xiinyin Huang (Suzhou University) for their support. It is
impossible to mention all the names but I express my gratitude to all participants as
well as the people who helped us in recording, interpreting and translating.

Mysterious coincidences are still happening and the swell of the wave we have
co-created is still moving forward. Ilook forward to the further development of this
project.

Kuniko Muramoto, November 30, 2009
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